
Kendall County Forest Preserve District
Planning and Advisory Committee

Overview of District Operations, Capital Projects, and 
Land Conservation Program

https://www.facebook.com/272939532875642/photos/448883558614571/


Kendall County Forest Preserves 
At-A-Glance

2,844 Total Acres
Top Floristic Quality Index Score: 109.62 L-RY
Fox River & Tributaries Oak Ecosystem Corridors
• Little Rock Creek Corridor
• Hollenback Creek Corridor
• Blackberry Creek Corridor
• Rob Roy Creek Corridor
• Morgan Creek Headwaters
Aux Sable Creek Corridor
Rare Habitats
• 2 INPC Dedicated Nature Preserves
• Seeps and Fens (2)
• Conservative Fish & Grassland Bird Areas
• Northern Flatwoods
• 44 Plants of Concern
Educational & Recreational Program Services
• Environmental Ed.; Horsemanship; Camping; 

Bowhunting; Canoeing
Trails
Shelters
Sledding Hill
Multi-Use Facilities
• Hoover; Ellis; Pickerill-Pigott







-Public Programs
-School Programs
-Summer Camps
-Natural Beginnings Early Learning Program
-Ellis House and Equestrian Center 

Overview of Program Services



Public Programming

2019 Totals:
- Youth and Public Programs - 286 Participants 
- Scout Programs - 100 Scouts 
- Summer Camps - 155 Campers
- Assisted Living Programs - 200 Participants 
- Birthday Parties - 90 Participants  
- Free Events (Example: Winterfest) - 200 Participants
- Professional Development Workshops - 40 Educators



Nature-Themed 
Camps

2019 Totals:
- Winter Break, Spring Break and Summer Camps - 179 Campers



School Field Trips & Outreach Programs 

2019 Totals:
- PreK-12 School Programs - 6,890 students
- School programs are held at Harris Forest Preserve, Hoover 

Forest Preserve, and at the schools.



Natural Beginnings Early Learning Program

- 60 students are currently enrolled in the program
- Held at The Rookery building at Hoover Forest Preserve
- 3-day and 2-day sessions; 37 weeks; 12:2 student to teacher ratio



Ellis House and Equestrian Center

- Horsemanship Lessons - 300 students 
- Pony Club - 8 Participants 
- Summer Camps - 57 campers
- Sunrise Center North Therapeutic Riding Program
- Youth and Adult Volunteers





Fund Description Current Balances as of 12/01/2019 Notes 19-20 20-21 21-22

950 2007 Bond Proceeds 885,170$                                                          885,170$           

951 Improvement Fund 376,244$                                                          376,244$           

952 P&P OSLAD 138,391$                                                          138,391$           

956 Land Cash 127,983$                                                          127,983$           

TOTAL 1 1,527,788$                                                      1,527,788$        

FY20 Antic. Rev./Grant Awards Pending

950 FY20 IDNR PARC -Pickerill 828,296$                                                          414,148$       414,148$       

950 TMA - Landscape Scale Rest. 50,000$                                                            25,000$          25,000$          

950 FFKC Reimb.-ICECF Grant 8,520$                                                              8,520$                

952 FY19 OSLAD - Pickerill 157,500$                                                          157,500$           

953 FY18 RTP - FRB FP 177,179$                                                          177,179$       

954 FY20 Tree Mit. - KC Hwy 150,000$                                                          150,000$           

954 FY20 IDNR Habitat Grant 30,000$                                                            30,000$          

TOTAL 2 1,401,495$                                                      316,020$           646,327.0$    439,148.0$    

TOTAL KCFPD CAPITAL FUNDS: TBD 2,929,283$                                                      1,843,808$        646,327$       439,148.0$    

950 FY20 IDNR PARC - Pickerill 1,155,235$                                                      115,524$           808,665$       231,047$       

950 TMA - Landscape Scale Rest. 110,000$                                                          55,000$          55,000$          

950 Millbrook Bridge Removal 511,514$                                                          511,514$           

950 Little Rock Creek FP Access 20,000$                                                            20,000$              

952 FY19 OSLAD - Pickerill 610,142$                                                          610,142$           

953 FY18 RTP - FRB FP 221,471$                                                          221,471$           

954 FRB Cropland Conversion 70,000$                                                            70,000$              

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES TOTAL 2,698,362$                                                      1,548,651$        863,665$       286,047$       

230,921$                                                          295,158$           77,820$          230,921$       

Anticipated Fiscal Year

Current balance

Current balance

Current balance

Current balance

$221,471 total project costs / $44,295 Project Match

Following completion of tree planting in FY20

Requires 50% Match - Prairie Seed Purchased Dec. '19

CAPITAL PROJECT REVENUES

CAPTIAL PROJECT EXPENDITURES

KCFPD CONTINGENCIES AND RESERVES REM.

PARC Grant Project Total

$60,000 required match - Potential for Capital Fund Savings

Bid results + HLR Phase III Contract + Hist. Doc. Report

Trail Improvements

Phase I Improvements

Trail Improvements

PARC Grant Request ($279,598 Req. Match + $5,000 award fee)

Award decision pending / $60,000 required match

Received 1/20/20

Based on anticipated project costs

50% Final Reimbursement

FY20 – FY22 Capital Projects Plan





Little Rock Creek Forest Preserve 
Phase I Public Access Plan

Fox River Bluffs 
Phase I Public Access Plan

Fox River Bluffs 
Cropland Conversion & Tree 

Mitigation Project









Kendall County Forest Preserve District Land Acquisition 

Years Acres Aquired Total Acres

1966-1975 264.55 264.55

1976-1985 0 264.55

1986-1995 128.49 393.04

1996-2005 621.95 1014.99

2006-2015 1716.7 2731.69

2016-2020 129.99 2861.68

Agency Total Acres Total Population (2017) Acres per 1,000 people 

Forest Preserve District of Cook County 70,000 5,211,000 13.4

Dupage County Forest Preserve 26,000 930,128 27.9

Mchenry County Conversion District 25,603 309,122 82.8

Lake County Forest Preserve 24,668 703,520 35.06

Kane County Forest Preserve District 21,079 534,667 39.4

Will County Forest Preserve District 19,988 692,661 28.86

Winnebago County Forest Preserve District 10,515 284,778 36.9

Vermilion County Conservation District 6,162 77,776 79.2

Putnam County Conservation District 4,040 5,727 705.4

Champaign County Forest Preserve District 3,066 209,399 14.64

Kendall County Forest Preserve District 2,862 126,218 22.67

Rock Island County Forest Preserve 2,183 144,808 15.07

Macon County Conservation District 1,547 105,801 14.6

Byron Forest Preserve District 1,374 51,063 26.9

Dekalb County Forest Preserve District 1,089 104,733 10.4

Boone County Conservation District 963 53,513 17.99

Kankakee River Valley Forest Preserve 464 109,605 4.23

Piatt County Forest Presrve 45 16,445 2.74

Average 65.45



Overview of Land 
Conservation 

Efforts



Overview of Forest Preserves

Maramech 87.53

Little Rock Creek 130.0

Millbrook North 295.29

Shuh Shuh Gah Canoe Launch 2.49

River Road 31.0

Subat 101.92

Fox River Bluffs 168.07

Hoover 351.70

Total 1,168



Millbrook South 308.45

Hollenback Sugar Bush 20.21

Millington 208.76

Newark 42.24

Tucker-Millington Fen* 4.8

Total 584.46





Jay Woods 119.44

Total 119.44



Harris 93.12

Lyon-Richard Young 49.68/124.26

Pickerill-Pigott 95.31

Henneberry 212.29

Reservation Woods 27.13

Total 601.79



Blackberry Creek 185.12

Total 185.12



Baker Woods 165.11

Aux Sable Springs 18.14

Total 183.25



Schessler’s Fen 3.2

Cannonball Sedgemeadow 10.33

Total 13.53



Fox River Islands 25.88

Van Emmon Trail Corridor 1.86

Total 25.88





LAND CONSERVATION VALUES – ECOSYSTEM 

SERVICES
• Water Flow Regulation/ Flood Control
• Water Purification 
• Erosion Control and Sediment Retention
• Groundwater Recharge
• Air Purification 
• Microclimate Moderation
• Regulation of Water Temperature
• Carbon Storage
• Pollination
• Pest and Disease Control
• Recreation and Ecotourism
• Increase in Property Values
• Science and Education  - Aesthetic
• Bequest Value
• Existence Value Bobcats were placed on the Illinois threatened species list in 1977. Illinois’s 

bobcat population is returning to a stable number, residing in forested 
areas. (IDNR)



*A case study of the Cache River wetlands and the 
Des Plaines River wetlands produced annual 
economic values for zip code units:

Cache River: $28,258 - $2,548,793,956
Des Plaines River: $531,926 - $216,284,749

“Natural ecosystems contribute well more 
than $6 billion per year in economic value 
to a 7-county CMAP region.” -CMAP

“Land conservation provides at least a 100 
to 1 return on investment if the values of 
ecological services are considered.” -CMAP

“An acre of forest saves an annual avoided 
stormwater treatment cost of $21 per acre per 
year and over $9,000 per acre per year in avoided 
gray infrastructure investment costs. A large tree 
can reduce 5,400 gallons of stormwater runoff per 
year in the Midwest.” -CMAP

Wild turkeys were once extirpated from Illinois. Due to intense population 
conservation efforts, the species is prominent in every county. (IDNR) 

*Justin Kozak, Christopher Lant, Sabina Shaikh, Guangxing Wang, The geography of ecosystem service value: The case of the Des Plaines and Cache River wetlands, Illinois, Applied Geography, 
Volume 31, Issue 1, 2011, Pages 303-311

LAND CONSERVATION VALUES – ECOSYSTEM 

SERVICES



Fragmentation:
Linkages broken and isolated 
blocks of habitat
Remaining habitat areas often 
leave wildlife more vulnerable to 
outside predators, increases 
adventive invasive species 
abundance, lowers biological 
diversity

Fragmentation of a “block” of habitat 
decreases buffer zone and interiors, 
and increases habitat impact vectors.

The right portion of the image shows the original 640 acre block of habitat, while the left portion 
demonstrates that fragmentation of the block increases the exposed borders by 60%. The initial block 
has 22,120 lineal feet of edge, while the fragmented block has 38,620 lineal feet of edge. 
(www.illinois.edu)

Corridors act as an important connection 
of this fragmented habitat. They aid to 
lessen the biodiversity lost by habitat loss 
and habitat fragmentation.  

Corridors also support retention of intact 
ecosystem services. 

LAND CONSERVATION VALUES – ECOSYSTEM 

SERVICES



Population Year Acres at 20/1000 Acres at 25/1000 Acres at 30/1000 Additional Acres at 20 Additional Acres at 25 Additional Acres at 30

127,915 2018 2,558 3,198 3,838 0 336 976

129,642 2019 2,593 3,241 3,889 0 379 1,028

131,392 2020 2,628 3,285 3,942 0 423 1,080

133,166 2021 2,663 3,329 3,995 0 468 1,133

134,964 2022 2,699 3,374 4,049 0 512 1,187

136,786 2023 2,736 3,420 4,104 0 558 1,242

138,633 2024 2,773 3,466 4,159 0 604 1,297

140,505 2025 2,810 3,513 4,215 0 651 1,354

142,402 2026 2,848 3,560 4,272 14 698 1,410

144,324 2027 2,887 3,608 4,330 25 746 1,468

146,272 2028 2,925 3,657 4,388 64 795 1,527

148,247 2029 2,965 3,706 4,447 103 845 1,586

150,248 2030 3,005 3,756 4,507 143 895 1,646

Kendall Population Growth at 1.35%

Projected Growth at 1.35%: 171,819 by 2040 Based on Past 3-year US Census Trendline
CMAP GOTO 2040 projected growth: 229,000 by 2040 



KENDALL COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

STRENGTHS
• High-Quality Natural Areas & Habitat
• High-Priority Acquisition Areas
• Fox River and Tributaries Oak-Ecosystem Corridors
• Staff & Board Knowledge, Dedication and Professionalism
• Forest Foundation of Kendall County
• Strong Working Partnerships
• Land and Water Conservation & Public Service Ethic
• Community Support & Volunteerism
• Alignment of Purpose, Mission and Programming
• Client Retention
• Emerging GIS Applications
• Fiscal Management and Responsibility
• Innovative Project Approaches
• High-Quality Facilities & Venues
• Diverse Recreational Opportunities
• Kendall County Interdepartmental Support and Cooperation

• Endowment Fund (Subat FP Nature Center)
• Ability to Secure LTO Bonding for Capital 

Improvements
• Operating at or Near Capacity
• Increased Preserve Visitation and Program 

Participation



KENDALL COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

WEAKNESSES

• Staff Retention and Workplace Demands
• Staffing Resource Limitations
• Operating and Capital Budget Limitations (Limits Grant Opportunities)
• Aging Infrastructure
• Deferred Maintenance and Natural Resource Management
• Dedicated Funding for Natural Resources Management
• Limitations on Staff Professional Development
• Limited Capacity to Address Increased Operating Demand
• General Use Ordinance Enforcement



KENDALL COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

OPPORTUNITIES

• Enhancing Quality of Life in Kendall County - Livable Communities
• Grant Sources for Land Acquisition, Capital Improvements and Natural 

Areas Management
• Increased Revenues from Diversified Public Services & Facilities
• Trail & Corridor Connections
• Conservation Land Linkages
• Land Management and Wildlife Habitat Improvement
• Infrastructure Renewal
• Increased Donor & Volunteer Support
• Conservation & Enhancement of Ecosystem Services
• Professional Growth and Development



KENDALL COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 

THREATS
• Habitat Fragmentation and Quality – Invasive Species; Disease
• Preserve Impacts from Growing Visitation
• Urban Development of High-Quality Natural Resource Parcels
• Degradation of Ecosystem Services and Biodiversity
• Increased Operating and Capital Costs for Maintenance
• Minimum Wage Increase and Operating Budget Impacts
• Staff Retention and Turnover
• Mission Drift – Loss of Relevancy
• Loss of Community Support & Engagement
• Impacts from Adjacent Properties 

• Stormwater Management; Invasives; Habitat 
Impacts; Community Growth and Sustainability



http://prairiestateconservation.o
rg/i-view/

http://prairiestateconservation.org/i-view/

