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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 
Kendall County Historic Courthouse 

Third Floor Courtroom (Hybrid Meeting) 
109 W. Ridge Street, Yorkville, Illinois 

6:30 p.m. 
April 19, 2021

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman) (Attended Remotely), Kristine 
Heiman (Attended Remotely), and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: None 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner), Laura Denges (Attended Remotely), and June McCord 
(Attended Remotely) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the agenda. 

The votes were as follows: 
Yeas (4):  Bernacki, Flowers, Heiman, and Wehrli 
Nays (0): None 
Absent (0): None 
Abstain (0): None 

The motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Bernacki made a motion, seconded by Member Flowers, to approve the minutes from the March 15, 
2021 meeting.   

The votes were as follows: 
Yeas (4):  Bernacki, Flowers, Heiman, and Wehrli 
Nays (0): None 
Absent (0): None 
Abstain (0): None 

The motion carried. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chairman Wehrli said that he was looking forward to the next few months as the Commission determines 
priorities.   

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
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NEW BUSINESS 
Recommendation on Petition 21-14, Request from Laura Denges for a Special Use Permit to Operate a 
Winery (Production and Sale of Wine Utilizing Crops Not Grown on the Premises or In Combination with 
Crops Grown on the Premises) on A-1 Zoned Property at 9396 Plattville Road (PIN:  08-09-200-003) in 
Lisbon Township; Petitioner Wishes to Convert a Circa 1900 Barn for Wine Tasting/Sales 
Chairman Wehrli asked if the Petitioner planned to make changes to the inside of the barn.  Laura Denges, 
Petitioner, responded that she built interior walls, but have not made any structural changes to the barn.  Her 
wish was to preserve the barn as much as possible because she would like to keep the rustic atmosphere of the 
property.  The walls are insulated with a drywall frame.   
 
Member Heiman asked about exterior renovations.  Ms. Denges responded that exterior renovations included 
replacing some windows.  The windows were previously replaced and the new windows would similar to the 
ones that were replaced.  An entry door would also be added where the double doors were located.  The 
structure would remain the same. 
 
Member Flowers asked about the roofing material.  Ms. Denges responded that the roof is a slate tile roof 
original to the property.   
 
Chairman Wehrli asked Mr. Asselmeier if there was anything the Commission could do to assist the Petitioner.  
Mr. Asselmeier responded the Petitioner could apply to landmark the property or apply for historic tax credits 
since the property will be used for a commercial purpose.   
 
Member Bernacki asked about timing for requesting financial incentives.  Mr. Asselmeier responded, based on 
the Petitioner’s proposed plans for the property, the timing was not sensitive.   

Chairman Wehrli made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki to recommend approval of the special use 
permit on the condition that the barn is preserved as discussed.   
 
The votes were as follows: 
Yeas (4):   Bernacki, Flowers, Heiman, and Wehrli 
Nays (0): None 
Absent (0): None 
Abstain (0): None 
 
The motion carried.  
 
This matter will go to the Kendall County Regional Planning Commission on April 28, 2021. 
 
Plattville Mayor June McCord attended the meeting during the next agenda item and left the meeting without 
providing comments regarding the special use request.   
 
Report from Kristine Heiman Regarding the Main Street Now Conference 
Member Heiman reported on the Main Street Now Conference.  The conference was April 12-14, 2021.  The 
conference was geared towards Main Street Communities.  Member Heiman sent some materials that were 
provided at the conference, including grant information.   There was not much information geared toward 
historic preservation at the County level.  Another conference is coming up November 2-5, 2021.  She is going 
to check into educational credits.     
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Review of Historic Preservation Award Application Materials; Commission Could Amend These Materials 
The applications did not go out in January as normal. 
 
The consensus of the Commission was to provide an award in honor of Howard Manthei.  Mr. Asselmeier will 
reach out to Chapel on the Green for information for Mr. Manthei.   
 
Member Heiman suggested doing a press release promoting the activities on the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation’s website.  She also suggested adding the links to these activities to the County’s website.  She 
suggested doing additional press releases throughout the year.  Member Bernacki suggested adding the websites 
of other historic organizations to the website.    
 
Review of Proclamation Declaring May Historic Preservation Month in Kendall County 
Commissioners reviewed the proclamation. 
 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to recommend approval of the proclamation.  
The consensus of the Commission was to change the “This Place Matters” theme in 2022.     
 
The votes were as follows: 
Yeas (4):   Bernacki, Flowers, Heiman, and Wehrli 
Nays (0): None 
Absent (0): None 
Abstain (0): None 
 
The motion carried.  
 
The proclamation will be read at the May 4, 2021, County Board meeting. 
 
Discussion of Community Events 
Commissioners discussed community events and whether community events will occur in 2021.   
 
The consensus of the Commission was to wait and see if events occur and adjust accordingly. 
 
Chairman Wehrli discussed having a pig roast and he will work on the logistics having this event in the late 
summer.   
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Review of Historic Survey Information from Will County 
Commissioners reviewed the information and the potential for funding the surveys.  Discussion occurred 
regarding determining which township to examine.  Mr. Asselmeier will reach out to some consultants to obtain 
a cost estimate.   
 
Discussion of Recognizing Joseph Platt Brown and Ashby Farms 
Member Bernacki said the dedication will be May 15, 2021, at 11:00 a.m.   
 
Discussion of Cemeteries 
Member Bernacki discussed a book on the history of Kendall County that he was reading and the early 
settlements of Kendall County.  Chairman Wehrli discussed the old tax maps.   
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Discussion occurred regarding the barn in Henneberry Woods.  Chairman Wehrli would research additional 
information on the status of the barn.   
 
Member Heiman mentioned a church in Lisbon that was built in 1833.  Chairman Wehrli would research the 
church. 
 
There was no update on the cemeteries.  Chairman Wehrli encouraged Commissioners to visit and research 
cemeteries.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Chairman Wehrli made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to adjourn.  
 
The votes were as follows: 
Yeas (4):   Bernacki, Flowers, Heiman, and Wehrli 
Nays (0): None 
Absent (0): None 
Abstain (0): None 
 
The motion carried.  
 
The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 7:16 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner 

Enc. 
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