
KENDALL COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

111 W. Fox Street • Rooms 209 and 210 • Yorkville, IL • 60560 
(630) 553-4141                            Fax (630) 553-4179

AGENDA  
July 18, 2022 – 6:00 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER  

ROLL CALL: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chair), Kristine Heiman, Marty 
Shanahan, and Jeff Wehrli (Chair) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Approval of Minutes of June 21, 2022 Meeting (Pages 2-4) 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Nomination of Officers for 2022-2023

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County (Pages 5-9)

2. Discussion of Having a Historic Preservation Group Meeting/Event in Summer 2022 at Fern
Dell
a. Approval of August 15, 2022, Group Meeting Agenda (Page 10)
b. Review of Invitee List (Pages 11-14)
c. Other Meeting Logistics (Pages 15-20)

3. Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant

4. Discussion of Cemeteries (Pages 21-22)

CORRESPONDENCE: 
1. July 17, 2022 Farnsworth House Forum Flyer (Page 23)

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

ADJOURNMENT:  
If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend this County meeting, please contact the 
Administration Office at 630-553-4171, a minimum of 24-hours prior to the meeting time. 
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Edith Farnsworth House 
14520 River Road, Plano, Illinois 

6:00 p.m. 
June 21, 2022-Unofficial Until Approved 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.  
  
ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Kristine Heiman, Marty Shanahan 
(Arrived at 7:14 p.m.), and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: None 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner) Carolyn Lioce, and Scott Mehaffey 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the agenda with an amendment to 
move the Tour of the Edith Farnsworth House to after the first item of Old Business.  With a voice vote of four 
(4) ayes, the motion carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the minutes from the May 16, 2022, 
meeting.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chairman Wehrli said the Commission needs to visit historic site in Kendall County on a more frequent basis.  
Discussion occurred regarding the logistics of having a meeting at locations other than the County Office 
Building.   

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of Plaque for Historic Preservation Award and Related Invoice from Leo’s Trophies, Gifts and 
Engraving in an Amount Not to Exceed $150.00; Related Invoice To Be Paid from Historic Preservation 
Commission Line Item (11001902-63830) and Discussion of Preservation Award for Beverly Casey 
Mr. Asselmeier presented the invoice.  The invoice was for the award for the plaque for Beverly Casey and was 
the same price as the plaque for the Yorkville Jail and Sheriff’s residence.   
 
Member Bernacki made a motion, seconded by Member Flowers, to pay the invoice.  The votes were as 
follows: 
 
Yeas (4): Bernacki, Flowers, Heiman, and Wehrli 
Nays (0): None 
Abstain (0): None 
Absent (1): Shanahan 
 
Mr. Asselmeier said the plaque would be presented at the July 19, 2022, County Board meeting. 
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OLD BUSINESS  
Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County 
Commissioners discussed other meeting locations.  The Kohlhammer Barn, Gaylord House, Dickson-Murst 
Farm, Plano Railroad Station, Plano Hotel, and the Historic Courthouse were mentioned as possible locations. 
 
The consensus of the Commission was to have meetings at historic locations as frequently as possible. 
 
Mr. Asselmeier will prepare a list of suggested locations.  These locations will include organizations/structures 
that are on the notification list of historic groups in Kendall County and properties listed on the National 
Register of Historic Preservation.  Mr. Asselmeier will also bring the list of plaque locations from the 
bicentennial.   
 
The consensus of the Commission was to have the July 18, 2022, meeting at the Kohlhammer Barn (19 North 
Street, Oswego), at 6:00 p.m.  If the Kohlhammer Barn is unavailable, the meeting will be in the County 
Boardroom.     

NEW BUSINESS 
Tour of the Edith Farnsworth House 
Attendees toured the Edith Farnsworth House. 
 
Without objection, the agenda was amended to move the item pertaining to the Certified Local Government 
Grant to the next item on the agenda.   
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant 
The invitation to bids has been published.  Bid closing is June 29, 2022, and bid opening is June 30, 2022.  In a 
perfect world, the grant and contract with the consultant would be approved by the County Board on July 19, 
2022.   

Member Bernacki left at this time (7:13 p.m.). 

Discussion of a Having a Historic Preservation Group Meeting/Event in Summer 2022 at Fern Dell 
Discussion of August 15, 2022, Group Meeting Agenda 
The meeting would be at Fern Dell and would include a tour of the school house. 
 
Member Shanahan arrived at this time (7:14 p.m.). 
 
The consensus of the Commission was to have Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. (WJE) attend and give a 
presentation on the role of volunteers, the expectations of WJE’s services, and WJE’s expectations of 
volunteers.  The tour, WJE’s presentation, and the roundtable discussion would be the agenda items for the 
meeting.    
 
Review of Invitee List 
Commissioners reviewed the list. 
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Other Meeting Logistics 
Mr. Asselmeier said that the Commissioner had approximately Ninety Dollars ($90) remaining after paying for 
the plaque for Beverly Casey.  The Commission spent approximately Sixty-Nine Dollars ($69) for the previous 
group meeting.  The consensus of the Commission was to have more water instead of coffee and to have a 
variety of cookies.  Chairman Wehrli will bring a cooler with ice.   
 
Discussion of Cemeteries 
Commissioners discussed the information owned by the Elmer Dixon Library; the information is copyrighted.   
 
Commissioners discussed the cemetery on the River Road outside of Plano.   
 
Chairman Wehrli will contact the Veterans’ Assistance Commission to see if they have a list of gravesites of 
veterans in Kendall County.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Building Code on Main Street Webinar 
Commissioners reviewed the email.   
 
May 20, 2022 Oswego Historic District Meeting Letter 
Commissioners reviewed the letter. 
 
May 27, 2022, June 5, 2022, and June 10, 2022 Edith Farnsworth House Emails 
Commissioners reviewed the emails.   
 
Emails Regarding Section 106 Review at Lyon Farm 
Commissioners reviewed the emails.  Commissioners lamented the late date of receiving this request for review 
and information.  Chairman Wehrli noted that the maps were available from the State; he will review those 
maps.   

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, 
the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 7:31 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner   

4



[3]
 Name on the Register Image  

City 
or 

Town 

1 Bristol Congregational Church 

 

 More images 

107 W. Center St.,  
41°38′51″N 88°26′50″W 

Yorkville 

2 Chicago, Burlington & Quincy 
Railroad Depot  

 More images 

101 W. Main St. 
41°39′44″N 88°32′17″W 

Plano 

3 Evelyn Site  

Midway between Newark and 
Lisbon Center Rds., east of Big 
Grove Rd.[5] 

41°31′49″N 88°30′26″W 

Newark 

4 Farnsworth House 

 

 More images 

14520 River Rd. 
41°38′15″N 88°32′07″W 

Plano 

5 Kendall County Courthouse 

 

 More images 

109 W. Ridge St. 
41°38′25″N 88°26′53″W 

Yorkville 
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 Name on the Register Image  

City 
or 

Town 

6 Plano Hotel 

 

 More images 

120 W. Main St. 
41°39′44″N 88°32′21″W 

Plano 

7 Reorganized Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints  

 More images 

304 S. Center Ave. 
41°39′33″N 88°32′09″W 

Plano 

8 Albert H. Sears House 

 

 More images 

603 E. North St. 
41°39′55″N 88°31′49″W 

Plano 

9 Lewis Steward House 

 

 More images 

611 E. Main St. 
41°39′54″N 88°31′47″W 

Plano 

10 Yorkville School 

 

 More images 

201 W. Center St. 
41°38′52″N 88°26′53″W 

Yorkville 
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20 Historic sites to be marked 
Kendall County Record 

July 1, 1976 
 
Plaques will be placed at 20 locations in Kendall County this year marking important 
spots in county history. 
 
In Yorkville, a plaque will be placed on the lawn of the County Office Building marking 
the spot the time capsule is buried. 
 
The site of the first Kendall County Courthouse will be marked with a plaque. The home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Ketchum now stands on the property at the northeast comer of 
State Street and Fox Road in Yorkville. A private dwelling on the site was rented shortly 
after Kendall County was formed in 1841. At the time, $30 was set aside for fitting up the 
courthouse. The original building consisted of a brick basement and a frame second story. 
It was tom down in 1898. That first courthouse, which housed county government until 
1845, was the scene of the county's first murder trial and also the only slave auction in 
the county. 
 
A plaque honoring the first mill in the county will be placed in the Yorkville City Park 
where that mill's stone now sits. The mill was started by John Schneider in 1834 along 
the Blackberry Creek. 
 
The Yorkville Congregational Church, West Center Street, Yorkville, will be marked 
with a plaque as the oldest standing church in the county. The church traces its history 
back to early settlers in Pavillion in 1834. The present sanctuary of the church was 
dedicated in June 1855. 
 
A plaque will also be placed on the Kendall County Record building, 222 S. Bridge St., 
Yorkville. It is the oldest existing business in the county. John R. Marshall printed the 
first issue of the Record on May 7, 1864 in the building, which now houses the Variety 
Shop. In 1868, he built the present building. Marshall's son, Hugh, and grandson's, John 
and Robert, published the paper until 1966, when it was sold to Howard Pine. Present 
owners are Jeff and Kathy Farren. Among early items in the Record were Civil War news 
and black-bordered pages announcing the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln in 
April, 1865. 
 
A plaque in Oswego will mark it as the oldest village. It was laid out in 1835 by L.F. 
Arnold and L.B. Judson, who planned to name it Hudson. The name was changed in a 
vote by early settlers, some of whom were from Oswego, N.Y. 
 
Oswego was the county seat from 1845 to 1864. Petitions had been sent to the state 
legislature asking for the change in January 1845 and in an election Sept. 1, 1845, 
Oswego received a majority of the votes for county seat. A contract was let to Luke W. 
Swan for the construction of a courthouse there, which was paid off in 1852. By 1859, 
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pressure grew to move the county seat to a more central location and in 1862 a site in 
Yorkville was chosen. The move was completed in 1864 after which the Oswego 
courthouse building was used as a village hall and later a school. Now the site is the 
location of the post office, bank and city park. Both Oswego plaques are at this site. 
 
Two Indian reservations will be marked with Boulders, the Waish-kee-shaw in NaAuSay 
and Mo-ah-way in Oswego Township. Waish-kee-shaw, a Potowatomi, was the wife of 
David Laughton who it is believed settled in the county about 1828. She was granted one 
and a half section at or near the source of the Aux Sable Creek in an 1829 treaty. Mo-ah-
way was granted one quarter section adjoining the north edge of Waish-kee-shaw land in 
the same treaty. There is no information available now on Mo-ah-way, but it is believed 
that the name was a woman's. 
 
The Chicago to Ottawa Trail will be marked with a plaque on the Ray Vickery farm on 
Chicago Road in Seward Township. This stagecoach route was established by Dr. John L. 
a weekly stage from Chicago to Galena through Little Rock. That route "is marked with a 
plaque on the Charles O. Smith property on Galena Road. 
 
The home of Jean Morrison, Joliet Road, Lisbon, will be marked with a plaque, as it was 
once a stagecoach stop. 
 
The V. F. W. hall in Plattville site will be marked as the site of the National Guard 
Armory. 
 
Representatives of the Underground Railroad In Kendall County who lived in Lisbon will 
be commemorated at the Lisbon Grade School. Some of the early families believed to 
have worked on the underground were Bushnell, Kendall, Hills, Russell, Kellogg, 
Holderman, Sherrill, Wright, Caton and Moore families. 
 
A plaque to mark the site of the first settlers’ cabin, built by Robert Beresford, will go on 
the Gerald Vogen farm In Section 31 of Big Grove Township, in the far southwest comer 
of the county. Beresford arrived in the county in 1826 and settled In Holderman's Grove. 
 
Another plaque has been dedicated at the Pearl Coomer home, 102 Van Buren in Newark, 
the site of the first store in the county. The store was opened by George Hollenback in 
1831. Called Hollenback's Trading Post, it was burned down during the Blackhawk War. 
 
The first schoolhouse in the county was opened in a log cabin at Pavillion in 1834. 
Classes were taught by C.B. Alvard. The plaque to mark this first school will be at the 
site of Pavillion. 
 
A plaque will be placed on the Plano Molding building in Plano because the company 
had its beginnings in the early reaper company in the county's first factory. 
 
WSPY’s radio station will have a plaque as the county's first radio station. 
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The Illinois Midland Railroad, which ran for two miles between Newark and Millington 
In about 1917, will be marked with a plaque. 
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KENDALL COUNTY 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Fern Dell School • 302 Chicago Road • Newark, IL • 60541 

Fern Dell Museum • 9 Front Street • Newark, IL • 60541 
(630) 553-4141                            Fax (630) 553-4179 

AGENDA  
August 15, 2022 – 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
 
ROLL CALL: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chair), Kristine Heiman, 
Marty Shanahan, and Jeff Wehrli (Chair) 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Tour of the Fern Dell School 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Approval of Minutes of July 18, 2022 Meeting 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
NEW/OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Approval of Elizabeth Flowers as Vice-Chairman of the Kendall County Historic 
Preservation Commission 

 
2. Approval of Eric Bernacki as Secretary of the Kendall County Historic 

Preservation Commission  
 

3. Discussion of Historic Survey Project and Request for Volunteers 
 

4. Discussion of Cemeteries 
 

5. Updates from Historic Preservation Groups 
 

6. Discussion of Upcoming Meetings with Historic Preservation Groups 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend this County meeting, please 
contact the Administration Office at 630-553-4171, a minimum of 24-hours prior to the meeting 
time. 
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Mr. John Purcell United City of Yorkville
Mr. Bob O'Dekirk City of Joliet
Mr. Troy Parlier Village of Oswego
Mr. John Argoudelis Village of Plainfield
Ms. Jackie Kowalksi Village of Millbrook
Mr. Doug Holley Village of Millington
Mr. Paul Pope Village of Lisbon
Mr. Ric Offerman Village of Minooka
Mr. Jim Davis Village of Newark
Ms. June McCord Village of Plattville
Mr. Todd Latham City of Sandwich
Mr. Matt Brolley Village of Montgomery
Mr. Mike Rennels City of Plano
Mr. Richard C. Irvin City of Aurora
Mr. Lee Hohmann Kendall County Historical Society

1 Subash George Oswego Historic Preservation Commission
John Brenneman Oswego Historic Preservation Commission
Kelly Schomer Oswego Historic Preservation Commission
Rod Zenner Village of Oswego
Jon Prouxl Plainfield Historical Commission
Michael Bortel Plainfield Historical Commission
Roger Matile Little White School Museum
Ted Clauser Oswego Historical Association
Jeanne Valentine Plano Library
Jeanne Valentine Plano Historical Society
Ken Donart Chapel on the Green
Jeanette Lee Montgomery Historic Preservation Commission
Sonya Abt Village of Montgomery
Robyn Sutcliff Yorkville Historic Preservation Society
Jason Engberg Yorkville
Victor Scott Ferndell
Marilyn Thompson Ferndell
Joan Hardekopf Sandwich Historical Society
Chris Phillips Sandwich Historical Committee
Lisa DiChiera Landmarks Illinois
Scott Mehaffey Farnsworth House
Jennifer Downing Farnsworth House
Leon Liss Farnsworth House
Jill Morgan Aurora Preservation Commission
Russell and Michelle George Gaylord House
Jayne Bernhard City of Joliet
Greg Peerbolte Joliet HPC
Brook McDonald Dickson-Murst Farm
Sarah Skilton Oswego Public Library District
Lynnette Heiden Charles B. Phillips Public Library District
Lisa Pappas Plainfield Library District
Tina Beaird Plainfield Library District
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Amanda Bennett Sandwich Public Library
Michaela Haberkern Aurora Library
Megan Millen Joliet Library
Shelley Augustine Yorkville Library
Lauren Offerman Three Rivers Library District
Michele Houchens Three Rivers Library District
Michelle Petersen Three Rivers Library District
Anne Sears
James Morris
Jeff Mathre
Ken Wolf
Leigh Anne Scoghton
Barb Klock Village of Lisbon
Martha Stephenson Village of Lisbon
Cliff Fox Village of Newark
Kathy Clark Director of University Library
Meg Bero Executive Director of Schingoethe Museum
Dr. Mark Soderstrom University of Aurora
Dr. Martin Forward University of Aurora
Dr. Gerald Butters University of Aurora
Dr. Aubrey Southall University of Aurora
Lisa Wolancevich Save the Historic Jail
Valerie Burd Save the Historic Jail

1 Johanna Byram Yorkville Historic Preservation Society
Scott Gryder Kendall County Board
Judy Gilmour Kendall County Board
Ruben Rodriguez Kendall County Board
Matt Kellogg Kendall County Board
Dan Koukol Kendall County Board
Scott Gengler Kendall County Board
Brian DeBolt Kendall County Board
Elizabeth Flowers Kendall County Board
Amy Cesich Kendall County Board
Robyn Vickers Kendall County Board
Kristine Heiman Kendall County HPC
Eric Bernacki Kendall County HPC
Jeff Wehrli Kendall County HPC
Marty Shanahan Kendall County HPC
Kelvin Johnson Bristol
Ed Hatteberg Norsk Museum
Sandy Vahl Sheridan
Shannon Bronn Minooka
Jane Lauterbach Minooka

1 Bev Casey Millington
1 Janet Blue Millington

Mark Harrington
Thomas Milschewski 
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Victoria Lundh Kendall-Grundy Farm Bureau
Bob Dressel LaSalle Manor
Jon Pressley IHPA
Annie Jordan Oswegoland Park District

1 Jane Burke
0 Jeff Nakaerts
1 Philip Buchanan
1 Ken Itle WJE
7
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Community Forum

Be a part of charting our future by attending a community
strategic planning event at the Hoover Forest Preserve,
Yorkville. We encourage our local friends and neighbors to
collaborate about volunteering, programming, marketing,
and fundraising.  

Registration is required for this free event as space is
limited. For more details and to reserve your tickets,
please visit https://edithfarnsworthhouse.org/tours/
or scan the QR code below.

Sunday July 17
1pm-3pm

Scan for Details
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