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MINUTES – UNOFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED 
KENDALL COUNTY 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING 
111 WEST FOX STREET, COUNTY BOARD ROOM (ROOMS 209 and 210) 

YORKVILLE, IL 60560 
May 1, 2023 – 7:00 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Randy Mohr called the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Members Present:  Scott Cherry, Cliff Fox (arrived at 7:05 p.m.), Tom LeCuyer, Randy Mohr, Jillian 
Prodehl, Dick Thompson, and Dick Whitfield 
Members Absent:  None 
Staff Present: Matthew Asselmeier, AICP, CFM, Senior Planner 
Others Present:  Mark Daniel and Rebecca Wintczak 

PETITIONS 
Chairman Mohr swore in Mark Daniel and Rebecca Wintczak at this time. 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals started their review of Petition 23-17 at 7:06 p.m. 
 
Petition 23 – 17 – Kendall County Planning, Building and Zoning Committee  
Request:            Text Amendments to Kendall County Zoning Ordinance Pertaining to Chickens on 

Residentially Zoned Property  

Mr. Asselmeier summarized the request. 
 
In 2010, through Ordinance 2010-21, Kendall County legalized the keeping of a maximum of twelve 
(12) hens on properties zoned R-1, R-2, and R-3, provided the property was at least one (1) acre in size.  
A copy of this ordinance was provided.   
 
Prior to the 2023 Kendall County Regional Planning Commission’s Annual Meeting, the County received 
a request from a resident in Boulder Hill to allow hens on properties zoned R-6.  The resident and 
several other residents of Boulder Hill presented information at the Kendall County Regional Planning 
Commission Annual Meeting on the subject and Staff was directed to explore a text amendment on the 
matter. 
 
After researching the regulations in other, nearby communities, Staff prepared the provided proposal. 
 
In summary, the proposal would be as follows: 

1. Allow the keeping of a maximum of six (6) hens on any lot zoned and used for single family 
residential purposes.   
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2. Lots one (1) acre or larger in size may have a maximum of twelve (12) hens.   
 
3. The keeping of roosters would not be allowed on residentially zoned property, except by 

special use permit in the RPD Districts (this is already allowed in the Zoning Ordinance).  
  
4. No other poultry would be allowed.   
 
5. Confinements would have to be a maximum of ten feet (10’) from residential lot lines.   
 
6. Uncovered fence enclosure must be at least four feet (4’) in height. 
 
7. The sale of chickens or eggs would not be allowed. 

 
A redlined version of the proposal was provided. 
 
At their meeting on March 13, 2023, the Planning, Building and Zoning Committee voted three (3) in 
favor, one (1) in opposition, and one (1) absent to initiate this amendment.    
 
The comparison table of local chicken regulations, the original request for backyard hens, and a map of 
the County showing areas zoned R-4, R-5, R-6, and R-7 were provided.  
 
Petition information was emailed to the townships on March 27, 2023.  To date, no comments have 
been received. 
 
Greg Chismark reviewed the proposal from a stormwater quality perspective and expressed no 
concerns.  His email was provided. 
 
ZPAC reviewed the proposal at their meeting on April 4, 2023.  Discussion occurred regarding 
complaints about chickens and concerns about potential health issues by having chickens on smaller 
lots.  Three (3) residents expressed support for the proposal.  One (1) resident expressed opposition to 
the proposal.  Discussion occurred regarding code enforcement procedures.  The consensus at ZPAC 
was this proposal was more of a policy decision and not a technical decision.  For this reason, ZPAC 
issued a neutral recommendation by a vote of six (6) in favor, one (1) in opposition, and three (3) 
members absent.  Member Guritz voted no because he wanted an opinion from someone that raises 
chickens on the impact of the proposal on residential neighborhoods and public health.  The minutes of 
this meeting were provided. 
 
The Kendall County Regional Planning Commission reviewed the proposal at their meeting on April 26, 
2023.  Discussion occurred about setting a higher minimum lot size, adding regulations pertaining to 
using extension cords, and adding a regulation pertaining to rodent proof containers.  The consensus of 
the Commission was that having a higher minimum lot size would defeat the purpose of the intent of 
the proposal (allowing hens in Boulder Hill in certain circumstances) and adding additional regulations 
would be difficult to enforce.  The consensus of the Commission was, if the proposal is adopted and 
needs to be amended in the future, the Zoning Ordinance could be amended to address unforeseen 
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problems.  The Kendall County Regional Planning Commission voted to forward the proposal to the 
Kendall County Zoning Board of Appeals by a vote of nine (9) in favor and zero (0) in opposition with 
one (1) member absent.  The minutes of the meeting were provided.  
 
Chairman Mohr asked what would happen if avian flu broke out in an area of small lots.  Mr. Asselmeier 
responded that the Illinois Department of Agricultural would have to take the chickens within the 
impacted area.  No definition of impacted area was provided.  Discussion occurred regarding the size of 
the impacted area.  
 
Chairman Mohr opened the public hearing at 7:12 p.m. 

Rebecca Wintczak, resident that submitted the original request, stated that she has chickens.  She has 
hens for the eggs to feed her family.  She described the area where she kept her chickens. 
 
Member Cherry asked Ms. Wintczak the size of her lot.  Ms. Wintczak responded just under one quarter 
(1/4) of an acre.   
 
Having hens is presently illegal in Boulder Hill. 
 
Member Cherry favored a one (1) acre minimum lot size because chickens will impact varmints that will 
negatively impact the neighboring properties.   
 
Chairman Mohr favored a policy similar to the right to farm clause that protects people from agricultural 
interests if they move to a more dense development like Boulder Hill.  What recourse does the County 
have if chickens are allowed on tiny lots?  Ms. Wintczak favored finding a compromise on a minimum lot 
size.  She compared having hens to having dogs as it relates to noise.  She favored an eight thousand 
(8,000) square foot lot minimum. 
 
Chairman Mohr asked Ms. Wintczak the distance of her chicken coop from the neighboring property.  
Ms. Wintczak responded approximately five feet (5’) for the run and the coop was seventeen feet (17’).  
She has no neighbors behind her property. 
 
Member Thompson asked Ms. Wintczak if she was comfortable with the United States Department of 
Agriculture eliminating chickens in the event of an avian flu outbreak.  Ms. Wintczak responded yes 
because she takes public safety very seriously. 
 
Member LeCuyer asked Ms. Wintczak how many chickens she had.  Ms. Wintczak responded four (4) 
grown chickens and four (4) chicks.  Some of the chicks probably will not survive to laying stage. 
 
Member Prodehl asked about the maintenance aspect of having chickens.  She has chickens and they 
destroy the grass in the area where they are kept.  She asked if Ms. Wintczak had any rodent issues.  Ms. 
Wintczak responded that her house had mice before she acquired chickens.  She has not had rodents 
since she acquired chickens.  She kept her chicken feed in a rodent proof container.  She has not 
observed rats, opossums, or foxes.   
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Member Fox described a situation in Newark where someone was using their trampoline as a chicken 
coop.  Some people also have roosters and ducks.  He suggested having the chicken owners get together 
in an association to assist the County on compliance.   
 
Chairman Mohr asked if Ms. Wintczak had been reported for having chickens.  Mr. Asselmeier 
responded someone had complained about Ms. Wintczak having chickens.  Ms. Wintczak explained that 
her neighbor complained that she had chickens after a chicken was reported on the loose in Boulder Hill.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier noted that all chicken investigations were on hold.  Chairman Mohr asked how many 
open investigations existed.  Mr. Asselmeier responded six (6) at the most.   
 
Chairman Mohr closed the public hearing at 7:23 p.m. 

Chairman Mohr asked about the recourse the County would have if people used trampolines as chicken 
coops.  Mr. Asselmeier responded that chicken coops would need to get building permits, but not every 
chicken is kept in a dedicated structure.  The coops would need to meet the setbacks; the number of 
chickens would also be counted.  Mr. Asselmeier explained the enforcement procedures.   

Member Whitfield asked if, besides dogs and cats, were any other animals allowed outdoors in Boulder 
Hill.  Mr. Asselmeier responded no.   

Chairman Mohr favored a minimum lot size under one (1) acre.  Discussion occurred regarding minimum 
lot size and the size of lots in Boulder Hill.   

Member Prodehl asked how the sex of chicks was determined and how early the sex would be known.  
She was concerned about dumped roosters.  Ms. Wintczak explained how and when the sex can be 
determined.   

Chairman Mohr suggested moving the coops further away from the lot line.   

Chairman Mohr noted the four foot (4’) fence will not stop predators.  

Chairman Mohr suggested setting the minimum lot size at twelve thousand (12,000) square feet.  

Member Whitfield said that Boulder Hill was not an agricultural based community.  He expressed 
concerns about adding issues to Boulder Hill.   

The consensus of the Board was to have a minimum lot size of a quarter (1/4) and rounding it up to 
eleven thousand (11,000) square feet, which would match Yorkville’s requirements. 

Member Prodehl made a motion, seconded by Member Fox, to amend the Petition by setting a 
minimum lot size of eleven thousand (11,000) square feet.   
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The votes were as follows: 
Ayes (6):  Fox, LeCuyer, Mohr, Prodehl, Thompson, and Whitfield 
Nays (1): Cherry 
Abstain (0): None 
Absent (0): None 
 
The motion passed. 
 
Member LeCuyer made a motion, seconded by Member Prodehl, to recommend approval of the text 
amendment as amended. 
 
The votes were as follows: 
Ayes (6):  Fox, LeCuyer, Mohr, Prodehl, Thompson, and Whitfield 
Nays (1): Cherry 
Abstain (0): None 
Absent (0): None 
 
The motion passed. 
 
Member Cherry voted no because chickens will attract additional animals which will negatively impact 
neighbors.  Allowing chickens will add to the problems in Boulder Hill.   
 
The townships will be notified of the results of the public hearing. 
 
The proposal goes to the Planning, Building and Zoning Committee on June 12, 2023.    
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals completed their review of Petition 23-17 at 7:38 p.m. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mr. Asselmeier said that no Petitions were on the agenda for the May 30, 2023, hearing/meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
Member LeCuyer made a motion, seconded by Member Prodehl to adjourn.  
 
With a voice vote of seven (7) ayes, the motion carried.   
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 
 
The next regularly scheduled hearing/meeting will be on May 30, 2023.     
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner 
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Exhibits 
1. Memo on Petition 23-17 Dated April 27, 2023 
2. Certificate of Publication and Certified Mail Receipts for Petition 23-17 (Not Included with 

Report but on file in Planning, Building and Zoning Office) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 
 

To:    Kendall County Zoning Board of Appeals 
From:  Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM, Senior Planner  
Date:  April 27, 2023 
Re:    Proposed Amendments Related to Chickens on Single-Family Zoned and Used Properties 

 

In 2010, through Ordinance 2010-21, Kendall County legalized the keeping of a maximum of twelve 
(12) hens on properties zoned R-1, R-2, and R-3, provided the property was at least one (1) acre in 
size.  A copy of this ordinance is attached.   
 
Prior to the 2023 Kendall County Regional Planning Commission’s Annual Meeting, the County 
received a request from a resident in Boulder Hill to allow hens on properties zoned R-6.  The 
resident and several other residents of Boulder Hill presented information at the Kendall County 
Regional Planning Commission Annual Meeting on the subject and Staff was directed to explore a 
text amendment on the matter. 
 
After researching the regulations in other, nearby communities, Staff prepared attached proposal. 
 
In summary, the proposal would be as follows: 
1. Allow the keeping of a maximum of six (6) hens on any lot zoned and used for single family 

residential purposes.   
 
2. Lots one (1) acre or larger in size may have a maximum of twelve (12) hens.   
 
3. The keeping of roosters would not be allowed on residentially zoned property, except by 

special use permit in the RPD Districts (this is already allowed in the Zoning Ordinance).  
  
4. No other poultry would be allowed.   
 
5. Confinements would have to be a maximum of ten feet (10’) from residential lot lines.   
 
6. Uncovered fence enclosure must be at least four feet (4’) in height. 
 
7. The sale of chickens or eggs would not be allowed. 

 
A redlined version of the proposal is attached. 
 
At their meeting on March 13, 2023, the Planning, Building and Zoning Committee voted three (3) in 
favor, one (1) in opposition, and one (1) absent to initiate this amendment.    
 
The comparison table of local chicken regulations, the original request for backyard hens, and a map 
of the County showing areas zoned R-4, R-5, R-6, and R-7 are attached.  
 
Petition information was emailed to the townships on March 27, 2023.  To date, no comments have 
been received. 
 
Greg Chismark reviewed the proposal from a stormwater quality perspective and expressed no 
concerns.  His email is attached. 
 

 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, BUILDING & ZONING 

111 West Fox Street • Room 204 
Yorkville, IL • 60560 

(630) 553-4141 Fax (630) 553-4179 
MEMORANDUM 



ZPAC reviewed the proposal at their meeting on April 4, 2023.  Discussion occurred regarding 
complaints about chickens and concerns about potential health issues by having chickens on smaller 
lots.  Three (3) residents expressed support for the proposal.  One (1) resident expressed opposition 
to the proposal.  Discussion occurred regarding code enforcement procedures.  The consensus at 
ZPAC was this proposal was more of a policy decision and not a technical decision.  For this reason, 
ZPAC issued a neutral recommendation by a vote of six (6) in favor, one (1) in opposition, and three 
(3) members absent.  Member Guritz voted no because he wanted an opinion from someone that 
raises chicken on the impact of the proposal on residential neighborhoods and public health.  The 
minutes of this meeting are attached. 
 
The Kendall County Regional Planning Commission reviewed the proposal at their meeting on April 
26, 2023.  Discussion occurred about setting a higher minimum lot size, adding regulations pertaining 
to using extension cords, and adding a regulation pertaining to rodent proof containers.  The 
consensus of the Commission was that having a higher minimum lot size would defeat the purpose of 
the intent of the proposal (allowing hens in Boulder Hill in certain circumstances) and adding 
additional regulations would be difficult to enforce.  The consensus of the Commission was, if the 
proposal is adopted and needs to be amended in the future, the Zoning Ordinance could be amended 
to address unforeseen problems.  The Kendall County Regional Planning Commission voted to 
forward the proposal to the Kendall County Zoning Board of Appeals by a vote of nine (9) in favor and 
zero (0) in opposition with one (1) member absent.  The minutes of the meeting are attached.  

 
If you have any questions regarding this memo, please let me know.  

MHA 

Encs:    Redline Proposal 
  Ordinance 2010-10 
  Comparison Table 
  Map 
  12-20-22 Wintczak Email 
  3-16-23 Chismark Email 
  4-4-23 ZPAC Minutes (This Petition Only) 
  4-26-23 RPC Minutes (This Petition Only) 
   



Chicken Text Amendments 

Amend Section 8:02.A.11 (Permitted Use of Farm Type Animals on R-1 Zoned Property) 

a. On lots less than one (1) acre, no farm-type animals shall be permitted, except as outlined in this 
Section. 

d.  Lots at least one (1) acre in size but less than five (5) acres shall be permitted to keep up to twelve (12) 
chickens.  Lots one (1) acre in size or smaller may keep up to six (6) chickens, provided the conditions 
contained in Section 8:06.A. are met.   

 

Amend Section 8:03.F (Permitted Uses on RPD-1, RPD-2, and RPD-3 Zoned Property) 

Add the following use to the appropriate place alphabetically in the list of permitted uses: 

“Chickens provided that the conditions contained in Section 8:06.A. are met.” 

The list of permitted uses is renumbered to reflect this addition. 

 

Amend Section 8:03.H (Special Uses on RPD-1, RPD-2, and RPD-3 Zoned Property) 

1.h. Farm-type animals, except hens, on open space acreage as detailed in an approved special use 
permit. 

 

Amend Section 8:06.A (Permitted Uses on R-2 Zoned Property) 

2. Keeping of up to twelve (12) chickens on a zoning lot, provided that:  

a. Up to twelve (12) chickens may be kept on The lots is that are a minimum one (1) acre and up to six 
chickens may be kept on lots less than one (1) acre. 

b. No roosters shall be kept on any zoning lot.  

c. No other poultry, including but not limited to geese, ducks, turkeys shall be kept on the property.  

d. All chickens shall be confined within a covered enclosure or an uncovered fenced enclosure at all times 
to prevent chickens from encroaching onto neighboring properties.  

e. All confinements shall be located at least ten feet (10’) from all residentially zoned lots.  

f. All uncovered fenced enclosures shall be at least four feet (4’) in height.  

g. No eggs or chickens shall be offered for sale on the premises. 

h. All lots where chickens are kept shall be used for single-family residential purposes. 

 

 



 

Amend Section 8:07.A (Permitted Uses on R-3 Zoned Property) 

2.  Keeping of up to twelve (12) chickens on a zoning lot, provided that the conditions contained in Section 
8:06.A. are met. 

 

Amend Section 8:08.A (Permitted Uses on R-4, R-5, R-6, and R-7 Zoned Property) 

Add the following use to the appropriate place alphabetically in the list of permitted uses: 

“Chickens provided that the conditions contained in Section 8:06.A. are met.” 

The list of permitted uses is renumbered to reflect this addition. 

 

Amend Appendix 9 (Table of Uses) 

Add Chickens as permitted uses in all residential zoning districts. 











Single-Family Residential Chicken Table  

 Maximum Number (Hens) Minimum Lot Size 
Kendall County 12 43,560 Square Feet 
LaSalle County No Cap No Minimum Lot Size 
DeKalb County Follow Municipal Rules Within 

1,000 Feet 
Follow Municipal Rules Within 
1,000 Feet Otherwise 87,120 

Square Feet 
Kane County No Cap 43,560 Square Feet 

DuPage County 5 No Minimum Lot Size 
Will County 1 Per 2,500 Square Feet 12,500 Square Feet 

Grundy County 6 Per 21,780 Square Feet 21,780 Square Feet 
Aurora 0 Not Allowed 
Joliet No Cap 217,800 Square Feet 

Lisbon No Cap (Can’t Run At Large) No Minimum Lot Size 
Millington 8 No Minimum Lot Size 
Minooka 8 No Minimum Lot Size 

Montgomery 0 Not Allowed 
Newark 8 No Minimum Lot Size 
Oswego 6 No Minimum Lot Size 

Plainfield 8 No Minimum Lot Size 
Plano Set by Individual Special Use 

Permit 
No Minimum Lot Size 

Sandwich 5 No Minimum Lot Size 
Shorewood 0 No Allowed 
Sugar Grove 4 (Maximum 16 Permits) No Minimum Lot Size 

Yorkville 6 11,000 Square Feet 
 

Existing Kendall County Zoning Regulations 

a. The lot is a minimum one (1) acre  
b. No roosters shall be kept on any zoning lot  
c. No other poultry, including but not limited to geese, ducks, turkeys shall be kept on the property  
d. All chickens shall be confined within a covered enclosure or an uncovered fenced enclosure at all 

times to prevent chickens from encroaching onto neighboring properties  
e. All confinements shall be located at least 10’ from all residentially zoned lots  
f. All uncovered fenced enclosures shall be at least four feet in height.  
g. No eggs or chickens shall be offered for sale on the premises 
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ZONING, PLATTING & ADVISORY COMMITTEE (ZPAC) 
April 4, 2023 – Unapproved Meeting Minutes 

 
PBZ Chairman Seth Wormley called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Present:   
Matt Asselmeier – PBZ Department 
Meagan Briganti – GIS Department 
David Guritz – Forest Preserve 
Fran Klaas – Highway Department 
Alyse Olson – Soil and Water Conservation District 
Aaron Rybski – Health Department 
Seth Wormley – PBZ Committee Chair 
 
Absent:  
Greg Chismark – WBK Engineering, LLC  
Brian Holdiman – PBZ Department  
Commander Jason Langston – Sheriff’s Department 
 
Audience:  
Darrin Hane, Mark Daniel, Judy Bush, Don Ebert, Sydney Ebert, and Laura Campos 
 

PETITIONS 
Petitions 23-17 Kendall County Planning, Building and Zoning Committee 
Mr. Asselmeier summarized the request. 
 
In 2010, through Ordinance 2010-21, Kendall County legalized the keeping of a maximum of twelve (12) hens on properties 
zoned R-1, R-2, and R-3, provided the property was at least one (1) acre in size.  A copy of this ordinance was provided.   
 
Prior to the 2023 Kendall County Regional Planning Commission’s Annual Meeting, the County received a request from a 
resident in Boulder Hill to allow hens on properties zoned R-6.  The resident and several other residents of Boulder Hill 
presented information at the Kendall County Regional Planning Commission Annual Meeting on the subject and Staff was 
directed to explore a text amendment on the matter. 
 
After researching the regulations in other, nearby communities, Staff prepared attached proposal. 
 
In summary, the proposal would be as follows: 
 
1. Allow the keeping of a maximum of six (6) hens on any lot zoned and used for single family residential purposes.   
 
2. Lots one (1) acre or larger in size may have a maximum of twelve (12) hens.   
 
3. The keeping of roosters would not be allowed on residentially zoned property, except by special use permit in the 

RPD Districts (this is already allowed in the Zoning Ordinance).  
  
4. No other poultry would be allowed.   
 
5. Confinements would have to be a maximum of ten feet (10’) from residential lot lines.   
 
6. Uncovered fence enclosure must be at least four feet (4’) in height. 
 
7. The sale of chickens or eggs would not be allowed. 
 
A redlined version of the proposal was provided. 
 
At their meeting on March 13, 2023, the Planning, Building and Zoning Committee voted three (3) in favor, one (1) in 
opposition, and one (1) absent to initiate this amendment.    
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The comparison table of local chicken regulations, the original request for backyard hens, and a map of the County showing 
areas zoned R-4, R-5, R-6, and R-7 was provided.  
 
Mr. Klaas asked about complaints about chickens.  Mr. Asselmeier responded the Department receives complaints about 
people having chickens in locations where keeping chickens is not allowed.  Mr. Asselmeier explained the concerns that 
people have about chickens that cause phone calls.   
 
Mr. Guritz asked if similar situations arise in other parts of the County.  Mr. Asselmeier explained the current regulations 
and the locations impacted if the proposed regulations were adopted.   
 
Mr. Klaas was unsure if ZPAC should weigh-in on the proposal because the decision on number of chickens is a policy 
decision and not a technical decision.   
 
Mr. Guritz wanted an opinion from someone raising chickens on the potential adverse impacts that could arise if people 
were raising chickens in more densely populated areas.   
 
Mr. Rybski was concerned about time investigating complaints and higher potential of contracting certain diseases from 
proximity to chickens.  He would like to see education or a permitting process on having chickens properly.   
 
Mr. Klaas made a motion, seconded by Mr. Rybski, to issue a neutral recommendation.   
 
The votes were follows: 
Ayes (6): Asselmeier, Briganti, Klaas, Olson, Rybski, and Wormley 
Nays (1): Guritz 
Abstain (0): None 
Absent (3): Chismark, Holdiman, and Langston 
 
The motion passed.   
 
The proposal goes to the Kendall County Regional Planning Commission on April 26, 2023.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Judy Bush, Oswego Township Trustee and resident of Boulder Hill strongly opposed chickens.  She questioned how the 
County will enforce the regulations.  She questioned enforcement of existing regulations.  She served on the advisory 
committee that discussed concerns about Boulder Hill.  She sends violations to Brian Holdiman weekly.  She expressed 
concerns that chickens will cause her dog to try to get at chickens in neighboring properties.   
 
Don Ebert, resident of Boulder Hill, has chickens.  They take care of their chickens and they have the chickens for eggs.  
He said chickens do not need one (1) acre of land.  He discussed his chicken coop.  He would like the opportunity to feed 
himself.  He considers Boulder Hill country.  He discussed the animals that he saw in the neighborhood.   
 
Chairman Wormley asked how Mr. Ebert felt about enforcement and if Mr. Ebert felt the proposal was fair.  Mr. Ebert felt 
that six (6) was a good number; Mr. Ebert has nine (9) chickens.  Mr. Ebert did not see why the proposal had to be strict.  
He discussed the maintenance and care of his chickens.  Chairman Wormley explained the need for the proposed 
regulations.  Mr. Ebert thought that chickens were legal in Boulder Hill when he moved to the area.   
 
Mr. Klaas asked about the regulations of hens in other communities.  Discussion occurred regarding homeowners’ 
association rules.  Mr. Asselmeier provided the comparison of chicken regulations.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding the situation that would arise if the proposal failed.   
 
Sydney Ebert said that their neighbors’ dogs did not negatively interact with chickens.  She favored having a maximum of 
twelve (12) chickens.  
 
Laura Campos asked about enforcement of the rules.  Mr. Asselmeier explained how homeowners’ associations enforce 
rules and how Kendall County enforces rules.  The proposal did not require a permit.  Ms. Campos asked if the number of 
allowed chickens could increase.  Mr. Asselmeier responded that, as the proposal moves through the process, various 
boards could recommend changes to the proposal, including changing the number of allowed chickens.  Mr. Asselmeier 
encouraged Ms. Campos to attend all of the meetings regarding the proposal.  Ms. Campos discussed the productivity and 
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life spans of hens. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Klaas made a motion, seconded by Mr. Rybski, to adjourn.   
 
With a voice vote of seven (7) ayes, the motion carried. 
 
The ZPAC, at 10:03 a.m., adjourned.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner 
 
Enc. 
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KENDALL COUNTY 
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
Kendall County Office Building 

Rooms 209 and 210 
111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 

 
Unapproved - Meeting Minutes of April 26, 2023 - 7:00 p.m. 

 
Chairman Bill Ashton called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL  
Members Present:  Bill Ashton, Eric Bernacki, Tom Casey, Dave Hamman (arrived at 7:05 p.m.), Karin 
McCarthy-Lange, Larry Nelson, Ruben Rodriguez, Claire Wilson, and Seth Wormley 
Members Absent: Bob Stewart 
Staff Present:  Matthew H. Asselmeier, Senior Planner 
Others Present:  Mark Daniel, Brent Stary, Roman Correa, and Jiun-Guang Lin 

PETITIONS 
Petition 23-17 Kendall County Planning, Building and Zoning Committee  
Mr. Asselmeier summarized the request. 
 
In summary, the proposal would be as follows: 

1. Allow the keeping of a maximum of six (6) hens on any lot zoned and used for single family 
residential purposes.   

 
2. Lots one (1) acre or larger in size may have a maximum of twelve (12) hens.   
 
3. The keeping of roosters would not be allowed on residentially zoned property, except by special 

use permit in the RPD Districts (this is already allowed in the Zoning Ordinance).  
  
4. No other poultry would be allowed.   
 
5. Confinements would have to be a maximum of ten feet (10’) from residential lot lines.   
 
6. Uncovered fence enclosure must be at least four feet (4’) in height. 
 
7. The sale of chickens or eggs would not be allowed. 

 
A redlined version of the proposal was provided. 
 
Member Nelson asked if the minimum lot size should be a quarter (1/4) acre.  Mr. Asselmeier discussed the 
minimum lot size in Boulder Hill.   
 
The comparison table of local chicken regulations, the original request for backyard hens, and a map of the 
County showing areas zoned R-4, R-5, R-6, and R-7 were provided.  
 
Member Wormley explained the history of the proposal and the rationale behind the proposal.  He felt the 
proposal was a fair compromise between allowing hens and the Planning, Building and Zoning Department’s 
resources. 
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Member Nelson said that, if the regulations don’t work, another amendment could occur in the future. 
 
Member Wilson asked about including regulations related to extension cords and rodent-proof containers.  
Member Nelson questioned the enforcement of those types of regulations.   
 
Chairman Ashton expressed concerns about people selling eggs to forest the cost of chicken feed.  Mr. 
Asselmeier responded, if people are advertising eggs for sale, that information could be used in a prosecution 
case.  Member Wormley felt that few people will have hens in Boulder Hill; he discussed the lifespan of hens.   
 
Discussion occurred about slaughtering chickens and Oswego Township’s waste rules.   
Discussion occurred regarding chicken manure. Most people compost manure in Boulder Hill.   
 
Member Bernacki asked how the ten foot (10’) setback was created.  Mr. Asselmeier said that the setback for 
agricultural accessory structures in the A-1 District is ten feet (10’).   
 
Member Nelson made a motion, seconded by Member Hamman, to forward the proposal to the Kendall County 
Zoning Board of Appeals.  
 
The votes were as follows: 
Ayes (9):      Ashton, Bernacki, Casey, Hamman, McCarthy-Lange, Nelson, Rodriguez, Wilson, and Wormley 
Nays (0):         None 
Absent (1):  Stewart 
Abstain (0): None 
 
The motion carried.  The proposal will go to the Kendall County Zoning Board of Appeals on May 1, 2023.   
 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD/PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Member Nelson made a motion, seconded by Member Wormley, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of nine (9) ayes, 
the motion carried. 
 
The Kendall County Regional Planning Commission meeting adjourned at 8:21 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner 
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