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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Oswego Masonic Lodge 
71 Main Street, Oswego, Illinois 

6:00 p.m. 
March 20, 2023 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Kristine Heiman, and Jeff Wehrli 
(Chairman) 
Absent: Marty Shanahan 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner), Anthony Mayer, Dan Koukol, Brock Bausman, and Ricky 
Jacobsen 

NEW BUSINESS 
Tour of Masonic Lodge 
Anthony Mayer, Dan Koukol, Brock Bausman, and Ricky Jacobsen led attendees on a tour of the Masonic 
Lodge.  They explained the history of the organization, the Mason’s charitable and service activities, and the 
history of the building.  The Lodge is probably the longest continually operating non-religious service 
organization in Kendall County. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
The agenda was approved without objection.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to approve the minutes from the January 18, 
2023, meeting and February 15, 2023, meeting.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried.   

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chairman Wehrli thanked the Masonic Lodge for hosting the meeting and explained the reasons why the 
Commission visits historic structures throughout the County.    

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of a Proclamation Declaring May Historic Preservation Month in Kendall County 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the proclamation.  With a voice 
vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried.  

The proclamation will be presented at the May 2, 2023, County Board meeting.  

Mr. Asselmeier would let the Commission know if a new theme is developed for the Historic Preservation 
Month.   



HPC Meeting Minutes 3.20.23 Page 2 of 3 

OLD BUSINESS  
Discussion of February 15, 2023, Meeting with Historic Preservation Organizations 
Follow-Up Discussion Regarding the Meeting 
Chairman Wehrli explained the purpose of the meeting.  The networking aspects of the meeting appeared to be 
working.  The consensus of the Commission was to have the meeting every six (6) months.   
 
Approval of Invoice for Food in the Amount of $42.78; Invoices to Be Paid from PBZ Department’s 
Historical Preservation Line Item 11001902-63830 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the invoice. 
 
The votes were as follows: 
Yeas (4): Bernacki, Flowers, Heiman, and Wehrli 
Nays (0): None 
Abstain (0): None 
Absent (1): Shanahan 
 
The motion carried. 
 
Review of Historic Preservation Award Applications; Committee Could Select Award Winners 
Lowell Mathre 
Stephenie Todd 
Dickson Building (101-109 S. Bridge Street, Yorkville) 
Attendees reviewed the applications and award criteria.  It was noted that the exterior renovations to the 
Dickson Building have not been completed. 
 
Member Bernacki made a motion, seconded by Member Flowers, to approve the award for Lowell Mathre.  
With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried.  
 
Member Bernacki made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the award for Stephenie Todd.  
With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried.  
 
Mr. Asselmeier will get proofs and price quotes for the awards.  The intent is to present the awards at the May 
16, 2023, County Board meeting.  Mr. Asselmeier will confirm if the award winners or representatives of the 
award winners can attend the meeting.   
 
Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County 
The consensus of the Commission was to continue meeting at historic locations.  Mr. Asselmeier will send an 
email to historic organizations asking for suggestions for meeting locations.  The Pickerall House did not meet 
the age requirement as historic.     
 
Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant 
Mr. Asselmeier read an email from Ken Itle discussing the field work.  Mr. Itle hopes to have draft documents 
to the Commission for the April meeting.   

Discussion of Cemeteries 
Mr. Asselmeier presented the binder from the Kendall County Historical Society.  Discussion occurred 
regarding how to publicize the information in the binder.  Chairman Wehrli will review the information 
contained in the binder. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
February 1, 2023, Email from Mike Bortel Pertaining to National Alliance of Preservation Commissions 
Commissioners reviewed the email. 
 
February 1, 2023, Email Regarding Illinois State Historic Preservation Office Regional Workshops in 
Bloomington and Marshall  
Commissioners reviewed the email. 
 
February 17, 2023, Email Pertaining to Illinois State Historic Preservation Office Virtual Public Workshop 
Commissioners reviewed the email. 
 
February 28, 2023, Emails Regarding Illinois State Historic Preservation Office Regional Workshops in 
Rockford and Rock Island 
Commissioners reviewed the emails. 
 
February 27, 2023, Email From Mark Harrington Regarding Historic Preservation Groups 
Commissioners reviewed the email. 

 
April 22, 2023, Northern Illinois Regional History Conference 
Commissioners reviewed the information. 
 
March 9, 2023, Historic Preservation Plan Virtual Public Workshop Email 
Commissioners reviewed the email.  Member Heiman said people go on the website and make comments; she 
noted the need for a historic tax credit for historic homes.  Discussion occurred regarding the Rivers’ Edge Tax 
Credit.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier also provided an email dated March 17, 2023, regarding the Illinois State Historic Preservation 
Office Regional Workshop in Chicago on April 13, 2023.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, 
the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:57 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner  

Encs.  
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