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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Office Building 
County Board Room (Rooms 209 and 210) 

111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 
6:00 p.m. 

June 21, 2023

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  

ROLL CALL 
Present: Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Kristine Heiman, and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: Eric Bernacki (Secretary) and Marty Shanahan 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Director) and Ken Itle 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the agenda. With a voice vote of 
three (3) ayes, the motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the minutes from the April 17, 
2023, meeting.  With a voice vote of three (3) ayes, the motion carried. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chairman Wehrli stated that the press release for the roll of honor did not appear in any newspaper. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 
Discussion of Officers for 2023-2024 
Mr. Asselmeier reported that nominations for officers would occur at the July meeting.  Member Flowers and 
Member Bernacki have been term-limited from their positions.  Member Heiman was open to serving in either 
position.  Mr. Asselmeier will contact Member Shanahan to see if he would like to serve as an officer.   

OLD BUSINESS 
Discussion of Having a Historic Preservation Group Meeting/Event in Summer 2023 
Approval of July 17, 2023, Meeting Agenda 
Commissioners reviewed the agenda.   

Discussion of Having a Historic Preservation Group Meeting/Event in Summer 2023 
Review of Invitee List 
Commissioners reviewed the invitee list.  Kendall and Bristol Township representatives will be added to the 
guest list and invited to the meeting.  To date, only two (2) people have RSVP’d.  Discussion occurred about 
having a combined meeting with the Kendall County Forest Preserve District.  Discussion occurred regarding 
Open Meetings Act logistics, if Forest Preserve Board District members attended and wanted to speak on Forest 
Preserve Business.  Mr. Asselmeier will ask Leslie Johnson regarding Open Meetings Act logistics and he will 
ask Brian DeBolt if Brian DeBolt wanted to have a special meeting of the Forest Preserve District on July 17, 
2023.   
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Discussion of Having a Historic Preservation Group Meeting/Event in Summer 2023 
Other Meeting Logistics 
Mr. Asselmeier said they would need to get a projection screen.  The site does not have WiFi.  The consensus of 
the Commission was to purchase cookies and water similar to other group meetings.  The site must be vacated 
by 8:00 p.m.   
 
Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County 
The railroad station in Plano and the church in Plano were suggested as potential meeting places.  Mr. 
Asselmeier will contact Mayor Rennels for contact information for the Plano railroad station and Stone Church.   
 
Without objection, the items related to the historic structure survey were moved to the end of the meeting.   

Discussion of Cemeteries 
Chairman Wehrli discussed the lack of publication of the press release.  Mr. Asselmeier will resend the press 
release with the reference to Memorial Day changed to Independence Day.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
April 18, 2023, and April 21, 2023, Emails Regarding Illinois State Historic Preservation Plan Survey 
Commissioners reviewed the emails. 
 
Edith Farnsworth House Spring Into Summer 2023 Newsletter 
Commissioners reviewed the newsletter. 
 
June 12, 2023, Email from Mike Bortel Regarding National Alliance of Preservation Commissions Webinar 
Commissioners reviewed the email. 
 
Mr. Asselmeier also provided an email from Lyon Farm offering their facility for future meetings.  He also 
provided a letter regarding a cell tower proposal at 16895 Lisbon Center Road; there did not appear anything 
historical significance about the property.  He also provided an email regarding future steps in the review 
process for the Illinois State Historic Preservation Plan.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant 
Approval of Selecting Additional Townships for Structure Surveys 
Commissioners reviewed Member Bernacki’s email regarding surveying Little Rock and Fox Townships.   The 
consensus of the Commission was that the pressures of new development outweighed geographic continuity of 
future surveys.   
 
Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant 
Approval to ask Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. to Prepare a Scope of Work and Budget to Conduct 
Additional Structure Surveys 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to select Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships as 
the next townships to be surveyed. With a voice vote of three (3) ayes, the motion carried. 
 
Mr. Asselmeier will ask Ken Itle to prepare a budget to conduct surveys in unincorporated Na-Au-Say and 
Seward Townships, pending grant funding. 
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Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant 
Review of Official Draft of Historic Structure Survey Report 
Mr. Itle presented the draft report and supporting documents.  He will send the draft report to the State Historic 
Preservation Office.  He will have a PowerPoint presentation for the July meeting.  He requested comments 
from Commissioners on the draft report prior to the July meeting.   
 
Mr. Itle also explained the research methodology and coding system.   
 
Mr. Itle will provide information for incorporation into the County’s GIS.   
 
He will request that the Commission and County Board accept the final version of the report in August or 
September.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of three (3) 
ayes, the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner   

Encs.  
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