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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Harris Forest Preserve 
10460 Route 71, Yorkville, Illinois 

6:00 p.m. 
July 17, 2023 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Kristine Heiman, Marty Shanahan 
and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman)  
Absent: None 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Director), Ken Itle, Sarah Skilton, Michele Houchens, Mary Lou Wehrli, Jeanne 
Valentine, Lisa Wolancevich, Johanna Byram, Ken Donart, Sharon Lowry, Jane Burke, Ed Hatteberg, Sharon 
Merwin, Jane Johnson, Jeff Farren, and Susan Kritzberg 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the agenda. With a voice vote of 
five (5) ayes, the motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the minutes from the June 21, 2023, 
meeting.  With a voice vote of five (5) ayes, the motion carried. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chairman Wehrli noted the historical importance of the Harris family to Kendall County’s history.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
Nomination of Officers for 2023-2024 
Member Flowers, seconded by Member Shanahan, nominated Member Bernacki to the position of Vice-
Chairman.  There were no additional nominations. 

Member Bernacki, seconded by Member Shanahan, nominated Member Heiman to the position of Secretary. 
There were no additional nominations.   

The votes on the nominations will occur at the August meeting. 

Presentation of Historic Structure Survey Project in Unincorporated Kendall and Bristol Townships-Ken Itle 
from WJE  
Ken Itle from Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. presented information on the historic structure survey.   

Chairman Wehrli noted the importance of keeping the document updated. 

Johanna Byram and Lisa Wolancevich said there may have been a farmhouse missed; Ken Itle will investigate 
the matter.  They also encouraged sending a postcard prior to doing the survey; postcards were sent.   
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Susan Kritzberg said that she assisted with the survey.  She requested that future surveys not occur in the 
winter.  She said volunteers should have some nametags or other identification.  She noted the importance of 
having local individuals assist with the survey in terms of having connections with property owners.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier said the Mr. Itle will finalize the document.  The final version will be reviewed by the 
Commission in August.  A presentation is planned before the County Board in September and the County Board 
will be asked to accept the results of the survey.   
 
The plan is to survey additional townships in 2024 and, eventually, survey all nine (9) townships.  After each 
township is surveyed, the County will work on a preservation plan.  Conducting the surveys and preparing the 
preservation plan is contingent upon grant funding.  Certified Local Government grants fund seventy percent 
(70%) of the costs; the County funds thirty percent (30%). 
 
Ms. Wolancevich asked why Na-Au-Say and Seward were selected as the next townships to survey.  Mr. 
Asselmeier responded that the intent was to survey townships that were experiencing development pressures.   
Discussion occurred regarding development pressures in Oswego Township; Seward Township was the fastest 
growing township in the County.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding the impact of the widening of Route 71 on preservation.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding using the 1939 aerials as the starting point for the research.   
 
Member Bernacki asked about sharing results with the community.  Mr. Itle discussed placing the information 
online.  Discussion occurred about having the results on file with the local libraries, townships, and the farmer 
bureau.   
 
Jane Johnson suggested that property owners should come to the County instead of having the County solicit 
property owners to landmark their property.   
 
Discussion of Future Historic Structure Surveys 
Chairman Wehrli presented a price quote from Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc to survey unincorporated 
Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships.  The total cost would be Forty Thousand Dollars ($40,000).  It would cost 
Twenty-Two Thousand Dollars ($22,000) to survey the townships individually.  The surveys would only occur 
if grant funding was available.    
 
Discussion of Cemeteries 
Chairman Wehrli discussed the publication of the honor roll of veterans from 1956 buried in Kendall County.  
Elmer Dixon was recognized for his work to create the document.   
 
Ms. Byram asked who should be contacted to do maintenance on tombstones.  Mr. Asselmeier responded that 
the owner of the cemetery should be contacted.   
 
Chairman Wehrli encouraged people to obtain permission from property owners before visiting private 
cemeteries.   
 
Ms. Wolancevich discussed the cemetery at Griswold Springs Road and Sandy Bluff Road; she was advised to 
contact the township for more information.  Discussion occurred regarding Revolutionary War veterans buried 
in Kendall County.  Discussion also occurred regarding the Sears Cemetery.   
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Updates from Historic Preservation Groups 
Susan Kritzberg, Chapel on the Green, is working on an application with the National Park Service to get the 
Chapel added to the network of places involved in the underground railroad.  She discussed maintenance of the 
Chapel.  She discussed the two (2) eagle scout projects.  They plan a window restoration project. 
 
Jeanne Valentine, Plano Historical Society, discussed the new museum in Plano.  She discussed the fundraiser 
to restore their harvester.  She has written a children’s book on the harvester.    
 
Lisa Wolancevich and Johanna Byram, Kendall County Historical Society at Lyon Farm, discussed their eagle 
scout project to restore their sign.  They discussed re-roofing the blacksmith shop.  They worked on the 
platform in front of the old Plano railroad station and were working on their graveyard.  They are doing a 
fundraiser for animal rescue.  They discussed their fall festival.  Discussion also occurred regarding the ticket 
booth from the original Kendall County livestock fair.   
 
Ed Hatteberg, Norsk Museum, discussed renovations to their church and a related building.  They are preparing 
to celebrate the bicentennial of the establishment of Norway, Illinois, in 2025.  The king of Norway has been 
invited.  They did restoration work in the cemetery.     
 
Jane Burke, Naperville Preservation, Inc., discussed a property on the Illinois Most Endangered List in one (1) 
of the forest preserves of DuPage County.  She encouraged attendees to contact residents of DuPage County and 
the DuPage County Forest Preserve Board to help preserve the property.  Discussion occurred regarding the 
methods used to save the historic jail in Kendall County.   
 
Michele Houchens, Three Rivers Library District, discussed their local history archives.  She was happy to hear 
that the structure survey was planned for Seward Township.   
 
Sarah Skilton, Oswego Library District, discussed their resource website.   
 
Discussion of Upcoming Meetings with Historic Preservation Groups 
Chairman Wehrli asked if attendees were in favor of having two (2) meetings per year.  The consensus was to 
continue having two (2) meetings per year.  February 2024 would be the next target meeting date.  He noted that 
historic preservation does not have any boundaries.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding the digitization efforts of the Library of Congress at loc.gov.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Commissioners review the newsletter from the Farnsworth House. 
 
Chairman Wehrli said that his cousin has a copy of a treaty between the Native Americans and the United States 
from 1829 regarding the ceding of lands in Northern Illinois. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Ms. Wolancevich asked what happened to the light pole in front of the Hart House.  Mr. Asselmeier will ask the 
Facilities Department about the location of the light pole.  She would like to restore the light pole.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of five (5) ayes, 
the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 7:31 p.m. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Director  

Encs.  











 Provide background history of the county and survey area
 Provide architectural context of building types
 Document historic rural structures
 Assess and identify potential landmark properties

 Currently, no designated county landmarks in these townships
 3 National Register-listed properties: Kendall County 

Courthouse; Bristol Congregational Church; Yorkville School
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Kendall County Survey Project Goals



 Historical research
 Field survey work from December 2022 to May 2023

 Assisted by volunteers
 Database and map preparation
 Report writing

 Review of final draft now in process
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Kendall County Survey Project Process
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Silos







 Bristol Township: 328 structures at 69 properties
 At least 9 suggested for potential local landmark designation
 Of which, 4 judged to be National Register eligible

 Kendall Township: 561 structures at 149 properties
 At least 20 suggested for potential local landmark designation
 Of which, 1 judged to be National Register eligible

Architectural and Historical Survey of Kendall and Bristol Townships Page 24

Survey Results



Architectural and Historical Survey of Kendall and Bristol Townships Page 25

Ashley Farmstead
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Dickson–Murst Farmstead
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Helme Farmstead
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Orrin Kennedy Farmstead
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Carter–Betz Farmstead
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