
KENDALL COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

111 West Fox Street • Room 209 and 210 • Yorkville, IL • 60560 
(630) 553-4141                            Fax (630) 553-4179

AGENDA  
March 18, 2019 – 6:30 p.m.   

CALL TO ORDER  

ROLL CALL: Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman (Chairman), Sarah Herbik, Melissa Maye, and Jeff 
Wehrli (Vice-Chairman) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Approval of Minutes of November 19, 2018 Meeting (Pages 2-4) 
Approval of Minutes of December 18, 2018 Gathering (Page 5) 
Approval of Minutes of February 13, 2019 Gathering (Pages 6-27) 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

NEW BUSINESS: 

              1. Discussion of Renting Booth Space at 2019 PrairieFest (Pages 28-31)
2.  Approval of a Proclamation Declaring May Historic Preservation Month (Page 56)

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Discussion of February 13, 2019, Meeting with Other Historic Preservation Organizations
a. Approval of Invoices in the Amount of $48.75 for Food and Beverages at Event; Related

Invoices Paid from Historic Preservation Commission Line Item (010-2-002-6383)
(Pages 32-33)

2. Review and Approval of Letter of Support for the Save the Historic Kendall County Jail
(Page 34)

3. Review and Recommendation on Article II The Historic Preservation Commission Section of the
Historic Preservation Ordinance (Pages 35-41)

4. Follow-Up on Review of Historic Documents

5. Review of Historic Preservation Award Applications (Pages 42-55)

6. Discussion of Social Media Campaign

CORRESPONDENCE:  

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

ADJOURNMENT: Next Meeting-April 15, 2019 

If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend this County meeting, please contact the 
Administration Office at 630-553-4171, a minimum of 24-hours prior to the meeting time. 
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Office Building 

Rooms 209 & 210 

111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 

6:30 p.m. 
November 19, 2018-Unofficial Until Approved 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairwoman Kristine Heiman called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman, Sarah Herbik, Melissa Maye (arrived at 6:32 p.m.), and Jeff 
Wehrli 
Absent: None 
Also present: Matt Asselmeier, Senior Planner 
In the Audience: Russell George, Michelle George, and Lisa Wolancevich 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Ms. Flowers made a motion, seconded by Ms. Herbik, to approve the agenda as presented.  With a voice vote of 
four (4) ayes, the motion carried unanimously.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mr. Wehrli made a motion, seconded by Ms. Flowers, to approve the minutes from the September 17, 2018, and 
October 15, 2018, meeting. With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
Ms. Maye arrived at this time (6:32 p.m.). 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Request for Guidance Regarding Ordinance 2015-07, Designating 1542 Plainfield Road as a Landmark 
Russell and Michelle George stated the previous owner of the property only intended for the house to be 
designated as a landmark.  The accessory structures and fences were not to be included in the designation. 
 
The consensus of the Commission was that the house was the only structure designated as a landmark on the 
property.  Removing fences and changing the barns would not require review by the Commission.     
 
Recommendation on FY 2019 Commission Meeting Calendar 
The Commission reviewed the meeting calendar. 
 
The Commission decided to meet on December 18, 2018, and January 22, 2019.   
 
Mr. Wehrli made a motion, seconded by Ms. Flowers, to approve the recommendation for the FY 2019 meeting 
calendar. With a voice vote of five (5) ayes, the motion carried unanimously. 
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Approval of a Letter of Support for the Save the Historic Kendall County Jail 
Lisa Wolancevich, Yorkville Historic Preservation Society, provided an update on their organization’s efforts to 
save the jail.  They would like to see the building to be used as a museum and business incubator.  The United 
City of Yorkville put the building out for a request for proposal.  They are writing an application for the 
National Register of Historic Places.  Funds from the haunted house have been used to support the building.  A 
temporary roof will be placed on the jail.  The building is sound with small amounts of asbestos and lead based 
paint.  They have a Facebook page, godirectlytojail.  The deadline for viable offers is ten (10) weeks.   
 
Ms. Maye made a motion, seconded by Ms. Herbik, to draft a letter of support.  With a voice vote of five (5) 
ayes, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Ms. Wolancevich indicated a grant opportunity existed for historic building maintenance.  Mr. Asselmeier will 
forward Ms. Wolancevich’s information to Jim Smiley.  
 
Update on Touring the Basement of the Historic Courthouse 
Mr. Wehrli stated that Judge McCann was open to allowing the Commission to review documents in the Jury 
Assembly Room.  Due to the holiday season and conflicting schedules, the consensus of the Commission was to 
have Mr. Wehrli ask Judge McCann for available dates in January 2019 to review the oldest books they could 
find in the basement of the courthouse.   
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Approval of a Memorandum of Agreement Between the United States Army Corps of Engineers, Rock 
Island District and the Illinois State Historic Preservation Officer Regarding the Millbrook Bridge 
Removal Project Located in Kendall County, Illinois 
Mr. Asselmeier reported that the Kendall County Forest Preserve Commission approved the attached MOA at 
their meeting earlier in October.  The Forest Preserve Commission would work with the Historic Preservation 
Commission regarding the interpretative piece near the bridge.   
 
Ms. Flowers made a motion, seconded by Ms. Maye, to approve the Memorandum of Agreement between the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District and the Illinois State Historic Preservation Officer 
regarding the Millbrook Bridge Removal Project located in Kendall County, Illinois.  With a voice vote of five 
(5) ayes, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Review and Recommendation on Article II-The Historic Preservation Commission Section of the Historic 
Preservation Ordinance 
Commissioners reviewed the article.  Discussion occurred regarding requiring the Commission to review the 
demolition of every structure fifty (50) years of age or older.  The consensus of the Commission was to bring 
this issue back at the December meeting.   
 
Discussion of Awards for Historic Preservation 
The Commission reviewed the application materials.  A press release announcing the awards would occur in 
January.  Reminders of awards would occur in January and February.  The application deadline would be March 
1st.  The Commission would select winners in April and the winners would be present their award at the second 
May County Board meeting in May.   
 
Ms. Maye made a motion, seconded by Ms. Flowers, to approve the application material.  With a voice vote of 
five (5) ayes, the motion carried unanimously. 
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Discussion of Social Media Campaign 
Ms. Herbik reported that she is working on creating a group page on Facebook.  Ms. Herbik is working on 
reviewing regulations for government run social media pages.  An assistant or co-administrator of the page will 
need to be selected.     
 
Discussion of Doing a Meeting with Other Historic Preservation Organizations-Other Meeting Logistics 
Mr. Asselmeier reported that the save-the-date information was mailed.  The invitation letter would be sent in 
January after the first of the year.  The speakers would be invited to the January meeting to go over the logistics 
of the February meeting.     
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mr. Asselmeier noted that the next meeting was December 18, 2018.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Ms. Flowers made a motion, seconded by Ms. Maye, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of five (5) ayes, the motion 
carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 7:48 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP 
Senior Planner 
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Office Building 

Rooms 209 & 210 

111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 

6:30 p.m. 
December 18, 2018-Unofficial Until Approved 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairwoman Kristine Heiman called the meeting to order at 6:48 p.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Kristine Heiman and Jeff Wehrli 
Absent: Elizabeth Flowers, Sarah Herbik, Melissa Maye 
Also present: Matt Asselmeier, Senior Planner, Ruth Ann Sikes, Part Time Administrative Assistant 
In the Audience: None 
 
Due to the absence of a quorum, the meeting adjourned at 6:48 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP 
Senior Planner 
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORGANIZATION MEETING 
12480 Galena Road – LaSalle Manor 

Plano, IL  60545 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairwoman Kristine Heiman called the meeting to order at 7:09 p.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Kristine Heiman (Chairwoman) and Jeff Wehrli (Vice-Chairman) 
Absent: Elizabeth Flowers, Sarah Herbik, and Melissa Maye 
Also present: Matt Asselmeier, Senior Planner, Ruth Ann Sikes, Part-Time Office Assistant (Zoning) 
In the Audience: Jennifer Downing, Jeanne Valentine, Amy Cesich, Sean Foley, Bob Klock, Martha 
Stephenson, James Morris, Howard Manthei, Bob Hausler, Natalie Zine, John Brenneman, Kelly Schomer, 
Thomas Milschewsk, Jill Morgan, and Bob Dressel 
 
WELCOMING REMARKS 
Chairwoman Heiman thanked everybody for coming.  
 
PRESENTATION ON LASALLE MANOR 
Bob Dressel gave the history of LaSalle Manor and their future plans. He offered to give the group a tour of the 
facility after the meeting. 
 
PRESENTATION BY McHENRY COUNTY 
Sean Foley, AICP, provided a handout on McHenry County’s activities. He explained each item. He also talked 
about getting people to designate their homes as Historic Landmarks and putting plaques on buildings 
designating them as Historic Landmarks. Scenic Road Designation is honorary. 
 
ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION 
Chairwoman Heiman stated it was interesting to see the different areas of Historic Preservation. 
 
John Morris, Village of Lisbon, stated they lost money on their sewer plant project.  They are trying to get some 
help. 
 
Jill Morgan, Aurora, stated they were looking at a program allowing homeowners to borrow money and make 
monthly payments on a low interest loans for historic preservation.  
 
Jennifer Downing, Oswego, talked about preserving the stone house of Oswego and they are adding that into 
the Historic Activity List for May. They are trying to get the public involved. 
 
Bob Hausler, Plano, stated they do not have a Historic Preservation Commission but they do have a Plano 
Historic Society that is relatively new. Their biggest problem is finding a place to display the historic items they 
possess.  
 
Jennifer Downing, Farnsworth House, said they are always trying to draw people to the house. She thinks it is 
important to engage the younger generation. She talked about the events they had at the house. She announced 
their hours, but they would work with groups on giving a tour of the house. 
 

6



HPC Meeting Minutes 02/13/2019 Page 2 of 2 

Amy Cesich suggested having a landmark list. She remarked that people who live in the county don’t know 
about all the incredible landmarks. She suggested having a featured landmark each month in the paper. 
 
Howard Manthei, Yorkville, talked about the Farnsworth House. He said it is amazing how many people come 
to the house every year and many of them from overseas. He told the story about a couple from France that 
came to the house before they returned home. He talked about the Chapel on the Green in Yorkville. They are 
having their wedding expo on Sunday in hopes of people wanting to get married in the chapel.  
 
Jeanne Valentine, Plano Public Library, told a story about a couple from Spain that lived on the same street as 
her mother did when she lived in Spain.  She handed out flyers about the walking tour of homes and other 
historic sites in Plano. They did include the Farnsworth House because they didn’t want to leave them out of the 
brochure  
 
Thomas Milschewski discussed involvement of his generation in historic preservation. He is working on a book 
and it is very over whelming. He is active with the Yorkville Then and Now Facebook page. 
 
Vice Chairman Wehrli talked about the historic preservation awards. The notice has been in the paper twice. 
There are different categories for people in the County. He also talked about the Commission looking at old 
records.  
 
Chairwoman Heiman, said they wanted to keep doing events and asked if anyone had any ideas. If anybody 
needed help the Commission is willing to help.  
 
Vice Chairman Wehrli said we should put together a map with all the historical buildings in Kendall County. 
 
DISCUSSION OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
None 
 
OTHER BUSINESS  
None   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Chairwoman Heiman adjourned the meeting at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Ruth Ann Sikes, Part Time Office Assistant (Zoning) 

Encs. 
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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, BUILDING & ZONING 
111 West Fox Street  Room 204 

Yorkville, IL  60560 
(630) 553-4141                  Fax (630) 553-4179  

               
 

November 27, 2018 
 
Lisa Wolancevich 
Yorkville Historic Preservation Society 
507 W. Madison Street 
Yorkville, IL  60560 
 
Dear Lisa Wolancevich: 
 
On behalf of the Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission, I would like to express the 
Commission’s support of the efforts of your organization and similar organizations working to save the 
historic Kendall County jail.   
 
The historic Kendall County jail is a Queen Anne style structure constructed in 1893 with an addition 
constructed in the 1960s.  The original portion of the jail was constructed by Pauly Jail Company and only 
two similar jails exist throughout the United States.   
 
The structure is incredibly valuable to the history of Kendall County and Yorkville.  For years the building 
anchored downtown Yorkville and, along with the Kendall County historic courthouse, represents a unique 
part of Kendall County’s history.  For nearly 100 years, the Kendall County Sheriff’s Department occupied 
the building and countless residents of the County took the opportunity to visit and see their tax dollars at 
work.  When the County owned the property, the building belonged to everyone in Kendall County.  
Numerous Kendall County Sheriffs, Sheriff’s families, and Sheriff’s Deputies have many stories about the 
structure and its connection to everyday life in Kendall County.   
 
If you have any questions regarding this letter of support or if we can be of assistance to you, please contact 
Matt Asselmeier in Kendall County Planning, Building and Zoning Department at 630-553-4139 or 
masselmeier@co.kendall.il.us.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kristine Heiman, Chairwoman 
Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission 
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ARTICLE II  
 

THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 
 1. ORGANIZATION 
 

A) Appointment. The Kendall County Board shall by ordinance appoint members to the 
Kendall County Preservation Commission from names submitted by the County Board 
Chair.  
 
B) Composition.  The Preservation Commission shall consist of five (5) members. All 
members shall be residents of Kendall County. The County Board Chair shall make a 
reasonable effort to nominate to the Preservation Commission at least one (1) attorney, 
one (1) historian or architectural historian, one (1) architect/engineer, and one (1) real 
estate professional knowledgeable in historic preservation; the other members shall be 
persons with a demonstrated interest in pre-history, history, or architecture. Commission 
vacancies shall be posted in a newspaper of general circulation within the county and on 
the county internet website. Included in the five (5) voting members, the County Board 
may appoint one of their members or staff to serve as a voting member of the 
Commission and liaison to the County Board (Amended 2.21.17). 

 
C) Terms. Members shall serve for three year terms. All ex officio members shall serve 
the term of their elected or appointed office. All members shall serve until their 
successors are appointed. Vacancies shall be filled by the Kendall County Board from 
names submitted by the County Board Chair (Amended 2.21.17).  
 
    (55 ILCS 5/5-30012) (from Ch. 34, par. 5-30012)  
    Sec. 5-30012. Appointment of preservation commission. The county 

board may by ordinance appoint a preservation commission from names 

submitted by the presiding officers of the county board. The 

preservation commission shall consist of at least five members. All 

members shall be residents of the county and may be residents of 

incorporated cities, villages and towns within the county. The chief 

executive officer of the county board shall make every reasonable 

effort to nominate to the preservation commission at least one 

attorney, one historian or architectural historian, one 

architect/engineer and one real estate professional knowledgeable in 

preservation, and the other members shall be persons with a 

demonstrated interest in pre-history, history, or architecture. Terms 

of the initial members shall be staggered so that at least five serve 

respectively for the following terms: one for one year; one for two 

years; one for three years; one for four years; and one for five years. 

Any additional initial members shall also serve terms staggered in the 

same sequence. Successors to initial members so appointed shall serve 

for five year terms. One of the members so appointed shall be named as 

chairman at the time of appointment and other officers may be elected 

by the preservation commission. Vacancies shall be filled by the county 

board from names submitted by the presiding officer of the county 

board. Any preservation commission member may be removed by the county 

board for cause, after public hearing.  
(Source: P.A. 86-962.) 
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D) Officers. Officers shall consist of a Chair, Vice-Chair and a Secretary elected by the 
Preservation Commission.  The Chair shall preside over meetings.  In the absence of the 
Chair, the Vice Chair shall perform the duties of the Chair.  If both the Chair and the 
Vice-Chair are absent, a temporary Chair shall be elected by those present.  The Chair, 
Vice-Chair and secretary shall serve a term of one (1) year and shall be eligible for re-
election.  No member shall serve as an officer in the same capacity for more than three 
(3) consecutive years.  Once the member has served in the same capacity for three (3) 
years a one (1) year hiatus from that office must be followed.  The Chair shall ensure that 
the following duties are performed: 

  
i) That minutes are taken of each Preservation Commission meeting;  
 
ii) That copies of the minutes, reports, and decisions of the Preservation 
Commission be published and distributed to the members of the Preservation 
Commission.  
 
iii) The Kendall County Board Chair is advised of vacancies on the Preservation 
Commission and expiring terms of members; and  
 
iv) That there be prepared and submitted to the Kendall County Board a complete 
record of the proceedings before the Preservation Commission on any matters 
requiring County Board consideration. The Kendall County Planning, Building & 
Zoning Department shall be the official keeper of the records.  

 
E) Rules and Procedures. The Historic Preservation Commission shall have the authority 
to develop and adopt rules and procedures necessary to carry out its functions under the 
provisions of this Ordinance.  

 
F) Meetings. Meetings of the Preservation Commission shall be held no less than 
monthly, except in those months when no business is pending, and shall be held at such 
times and places within the County as the Commission shall decide. Special meetings 
may be called by the Chair or by the consent of two (2) members.  All meetings of the 
Commission shall be open to the public, shall follow all provisions of the Open Meetings 
Act and shall adhere to Robert’s Rules of Order.  The Commission shall keep minutes of 
its proceedings, showing a vote of each member upon every question, or if absent or 
failing to vote, and shall also keep records of its official actions. Such minutes and 
records shall be open to the public for inspection at offices of the Kendall County 
Planning, Building & Zoning Department (Amended 2.21.17). 
 
    (55 ILCS 5/5-30013) (from Ch. 34, par. 5-30013)  
    Sec. 5-30013. Meetings of preservation commission. 

Meetings of a preservation commission shall be held monthly, 

except in those months when no business is pending, and shall 

be held at such times and places within the county as the 

preservation commission shall decide. All meetings shall be 

open to the public. The preservation commission shall keep 

minutes of its proceedings, showing the vote of each member 
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upon every question, or if absent or failing to vote, and 

shall also keep records of its official actions.  
 

G) Quorum. A quorum shall consist of three (3) members. The transaction of business 
shall be made by a majority vote of those members in attendance while a quorum is 
present, except that the adoption, modification or rescission of any rule or part thereof 
shall require the affirmative vote of four (4) members (Amended 2.21.17).  

 
H) Compensation. The members shall serve without compensation, but they shall be 
reimbursed for their expenses necessarily incurred in the performance of their duties as 
such and approved by the Director of the Planning, Building & Zoning Department, and 
if funds are available in the Historic Preservation Commission’s reserves.  

 
I) Annual Report. The Commission shall submit an annual report of its activities to the 
Kendall County Board.  

 
2. POWERS & AUTHORITIES   
The Preservation Commission shall have the following powers and authority.  
 

A) To conduct an ongoing survey of the County to identify buildings, structures, areas, 
sites and landscapes that are of historic, archaeological, architectural, or scenic 
significance, and, therefore, potential landmarks or historic districts; 

 
B) To hold public hearings and recommend to the County Board the designation of 
landmarks or historic districts; 

 
C) To compile information concerning and prepare descriptions of the landmarks and 
historic districts identified and recommended for designation and the characteristics that 
meet the standards for designation;  

 
D) To prepare, keep current, and publish a map or maps showing the locations and exact 
boundaries of proposed and designated landmarks and historic districts and, if the 
Commission so chooses, the locations and boundaries of designated state or federal 
landmarks or districts;  

 
E) To keep a register of all designated landmarks and historic districts;  

 
F) To establish an appropriate system of markers or plaques for all designated landmarks, 
historic districts, and for streets, roads, trails, and highways leading from one landmark or 
historic district to another and to confer recognition upon the owners of landmarks or 
property within historic districts by means of certificates, plaques, or markers;  

 
G) To nominate, landmarks and historic districts to any state or federal registers of 
historic places;  

 
H) To advise and assist owners of landmarks and property within historic districts on 
physical and financial aspects of preservation, renovation, rehabilitation, and reuse, and 

37



on procedures for inclusion on any state or federal register of historic places;  
 

I) To inform and educate the citizens of the County concerning the historic, 
archaeological, architectural, or scenic heritage of the County by publishing appropriate 
maps, newsletters, brochures, and pamphlets, and by holding programs and seminars;  

 
J) To hold public hearings and to review applications for construction, alteration, 
removal, or demolition affecting landmarks or property within historic districts and issue 
or deny Certificates of Appropriateness for such actions;  

 
K) To consider applications for Certificates of Economic Hardship that would allow the 
performance of work for which a Certificate of Appropriateness has previously been 
denied;  

 
L) To develop specific criteria and guidelines for the proper alteration, construction, 
demolition, or removal of landmarks, or of property within historic districts;   

 
M) To review proposed amendments to zoning regulations and map amendments, 
applications for special uses or applications for zoning variations that affect any and all 
landmarks or historic districts. Proposed zoning amendments, applications for special 
use, or zoning variations that affect any landmark or historic district as defined in this 
ordinance or any application for demolition of any structure which is more than 50 years 
old shall be reviewed by support staff and forwarded to the Preservation Commission for 
review within seven (7) working days.  The Preservation Commission shall review and 
issue a ruling on an application for demolition within thirty (30) calendar days of 
the receipt of the application for demolition by the Planning, Building and Zoning 
Department.  If the Preservation Commission fails to issue a ruling within the 
allotted time, the application for demolition shall be deemed approved.  
 
N) To administer on behalf of the County Board any County owned property, or full or 
partial interest in real property, including a conservation right, by approval of the County 
Board;  

 
O) To accept and administer on behalf of the County Board gifts, grants, money or other 
personal property as may be appropriate for the purpose of this Ordinance. Such money 
may be expended for publishing maps and brochures, for hiring staff or consultants or 
performing otherwise appropriate functions for the purpose of carrying out the duties and 
powers of the Preservation Commission and the purposes of this Ordinance.  

 
P) To administer any system established by the County Board for the transfer of 

 development rights;  
 

Q) To call upon available County agencies and staff as well as other experts for technical 
advice; costs to be determined prior to activities and paid by petitioner except where 
included in the existing approved budget;  

 

38



R) To retain specialists or consultants, or to appoint citizen, neighborhood or area 
advisory committees, as may be required, costs to be determined prior to activities and 
paid by petitioner except where included in the existing approved budget;  

 
S) To testify before all boards, commissions, committees and municipalities on any 
matter affecting potential or designated landmarks or historic districts;  
 
T) To periodically review any County Land resource management plan and to develop a 
preservation component in any comprehensive plan of the County and to recommend it to 
the Regional Plan Commission, the Planning, Building & Zoning Committee and the 
County Board;  

 
U) To periodically consult the County zoning administrator, review any County zoning 
ordinance and building code, and to recommend to the County Board any amendments 
appropriate for the protection and continued use of landmarks or property within historic 
districts; 

 
V) To undertake any other action or activity necessary or appropriate to the 
implementation of its powers and duties or the implementation of the purposes of this 
Ordinance. 
 
W) To recommend to the County Board the adoption of intergovernmental agreements 
between the County Board and Kendall County municipalities that allow for the 
nomination and designation by the County Board of individual landmarks and historic 
districts within incorporated areas and that afford the protection of landmarks and historic 
districts through the provisions of this Article, and 
 
X) To periodically monitor designated landmarks and preservation districts for 
demolition by neglect and to refer negligent cases to the appropriate county agency for 
enforcement. 
 
(55 ILCS 5/5-30011) (from Ch. 34, par. 5-30011)  
    Sec. 5-30011. Authority of preservation commission. Every 

preservation commission established by ordinance of the county board 

pursuant to the report and recommendations of the preservation study 

committee shall have the following powers and authority:  
    (1) To conduct an ongoing survey of the county to identify 

buildings, structures, areas, sites and landscapes that are of 

historic, archaeological, architectural, or scenic significance, and 

therefore potential landmarks or preservation districts;  
    (2) To hold public hearings and recommend to the county board the 

designation of landmarks or preservation districts identified in the 

survey;  
    (3) To compile information concerning and prepare descriptions of, 

the landmarks or preservation districts identified and recommended for 

designation, and the characteristics that meet the standards for 

designation;  
    (4) To prepare, keep current, and publish a map or maps showing the 

locations and exact boundaries of both proposed and designated 

landmarks and preservation districts, and, if the preservation 
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commission so chooses, the locations and boundaries of designated State 

or federal landmarks or districts;  
    (5) To keep a register of all designated landmarks and preservation 

districts;  
    (6) To establish an appropriate system of markers or plaques for 

all designated landmarks and preservation districts, and for streets, 

roads and highways leading from one landmark or preservation district 

to another and to confer recognition upon the owners of landmarks or 

property within preservation districts by means of certificates, 

plaques or markers;  
    (7) To nominate landmarks and historic districts to any state or 

federal registers of historic places;  
    (8) To advise and assist owners of landmarks and property within 

preservation districts on physical and financial aspects of 

preservation, renovation, rehabilitation and reuse, and on procedures 

for inclusion on any state or federal register of historic places;  
    (9) To inform and educate the citizens of the county concerning the 

historic, archaeological, architectural, or scenic heritage of the 

county by publishing appropriate maps, newsletters, brochures and 

pamphlets, and by holding programs and seminars;  
    (10) To hold public hearings and to review applications for 

construction, alteration, removal or demolition affecting landmarks or 

property within preservation districts and issue or deny certificates 

of appropriateness for such actions;  
    (11) To consider applications for certificates of economic hardship 

that would allow the performance of work for which a certificate of 

appropriateness may be, or has been denied;  
    (12) To develop specific criteria and guidelines for the proper 

alteration, construction, demolition or removal of landmarks, or of 

property within preservation districts;  
    (13) To review proposed amendments to zoning regulations, 

applications for special uses or applications for zoning variations 

that affect any landmark or preservation district. Proposed zoning 

amendments, applications for special use or zoning variations that 

affect any landmark or preservation district as defined in the 

ordinance establishing the preservation commission shall be transmitted 

to the preservation commission for review and comment prior to the date 

of the hearing by the county regional plan commission or zoning board 

of appeals;  
    (14) To administer on behalf of the county board any property, or 

full or partial interest in real property, including a conservation 

right, which the county may have or accept as a gift or otherwise, upon 

designation by the county board;  
    (15) To accept and administer on behalf of the county board such 

gifts, grants and money or other personal property as may be 

appropriate for the purposes of this Division. Such money may be 

expended for publishing maps and brochures, or for hiring staff persons 

or consultants or performing otherwise appropriate functions for the 

purpose of carrying out the duties and powers of the preservation 

commission and the purposes of this Division;  
    (16) To administer any system established by the county board for 

the transfer of development rights;  
    (17) To call upon available county agencies and staff members as 

well as other experts for technical advice;  
    (18) To retain such specialists or consultants, or to appoint such 

citizen, neighborhood or area advisory committees, as may be required 

from time to time;  
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    (19) To testify before all boards and commissions including any 

county regional plan commission, and the zoning board of appeal on any 

matter affecting potential or designated landmarks or preservation 

districts;  
    (20) To periodically review any county comprehensive plan and to 

develop a preservation component in any comprehensive plan of the 

county and to recommend it to the county regional plan commission and 

the county board;  
    (21) To periodically consult with the county zoning administrator 

and review any county zoning ordinance and building code and to 

recommend to the county regional plan commission and the county board 

any amendments appropriate for the protection and continued use of 

landmarks or property within preservation districts;  
    (22) To adopt rules and procedures for operation of the 

preservation commission and the conduct of hearings and meetings;  
    (23) To undertake any other action or activity necessary or 

appropriate to the implementation of its powers and duties, or to 

implementation of the purposes of this Division.  
(Source: P.A. 90-655, eff. 7-30-98.) 
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State of Illinois Historic Preservation 
County of Kendall  
 

A PROCLAMATION 
Declaring Historic Preservation Month in Kendall County, Illinois 

_________ - _________ 
 
 

 
 
WHEREAS, historic preservation is an effective tool for managing growth and sustainable 
development, revitalizing neighborhoods, fostering local pride and maintaining community character 
while enhancing livability; and  

WHEREAS, historic preservation is relevant for communities across the nation, both urban and rural, 
and for Americans of all ages, all walks of life and all ethnic backgrounds; and  

WHEREAS, it is important to celebrate the role of history in our lives and the contributions made by 
dedicated individuals in helping to preserve the tangible aspects of the heritage that has shaped us as 
a people; and  

WHEREAS, “This Place Matters” is the theme for National Preservation Month 2019, cosponsored 
by Kendall County and the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  

THEREFORE, the Board of Kendall County do proclaim May as National Preservation Month, and 
call upon the people of Kendall County to join their fellow citizens across the United States in 
recognizing and participating in this special observance. 
 
ADOPTED BY THE COUNTY BOARD THIS 7TH DAY OF May, 2019. 
 
 
 

Attest: 
 
 
___________________________________           __________________________________ 
Scott R. Gryder     Debbie Gillette 
County Board Chairman    County Clerk 
   
   
 


