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Welcome



Kendall County By the Numbers

Population: 
• 55,311 in 2000 (Census)
• 139,977 in 2024 (Esri)
• 149,935 projected in 2029 (Esri)

Business
• 2,500 businesses in Kendall County

• 97% of businesses have less than 50 employees

• $4.4 billion in GDP



Where Growth Meets Opportunity



Made in Kendall

Images courtesy City of Plano, History on the Fox and Confectionary News



Made in Kendall
To promote manufacturing and support 
manufacturers and makers in Kendall 
County. 

• Consumer Product
• Industrial Product
• Community Maker: Local 

producer that has made an 
impact on the community

Accepting nominations beginning Oct. 1 
to recognize in January



Workforce Development

• Workforce development
• Spring job fair: 39 exhibitors
• Fall job fair: Oct. 16

• Kendall Economic Development Alliance 
Internship Program
• Opportunity for high school and college-age interns
• Summer program
• Seeking businesses to participate



Economic Development Partnerships
• Kendall Economic Development Alliance
• Greater Chicago Economic Partnership
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Greater 
Chicagoland

Economic 
Partnership 

in 
2024 

With the great success from the first year of the Greater 
Chicagoland Economic Partnership, World Business 
Chicago has been proud to continue riding the wave of 
inclusive, regional, and collaborative economic 
development in the region with the GCEP.

In 2024, GCEP has had the opportunity to visit Mexico 
City, host over 35 international businesses throughout 
Chicagoland, be recognized for 11 years of Top Metro 
excellence, and bring home a major win for the region.

This success has been achieved due to the support and 
collaboration by the GCEP partners, stakeholders, and 
the private sector representatives’ insights in unison.
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Progress Snapshot

Event Invitations 86 invites shared with GCEP 
Partners

Research Requests for 
Information (RFI)

150 RFIs completed by the 
Research Center

Regional Innovation and 
Venture Events

11 completed regional Innovation 
and Venture events

Regional Project Leads 57 shared with GCEP Partners

Pro-Chicagoland Decisions 105 known regional decisions 
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Overview of the WBC
Research Center’s Support of GCEP  



Supporting
GCEP 

Through
Economic 

Research & 
Data 
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What does the WBC Research Center do?

We support GCEP by providing custom research services
and leading regional projects – like asset mapping, 
strategic insights, and global identity branding.

● Business & Company 
Information

● Consumer Spending & 
Market Potential

● Cost of Living
● Demographics, 

Population & Housing
● Economic Impact
● Economic Output

● Economy Overview
● Education
● Industry
● Investments & Startups
● Job Postings, Skills & 

Talent Attraction
● Supply Chain
● Workforce

Sample Data Points:



Supporting
GCEP 

Through
Economic 

Research & 
Data 
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REQUEST RECIPIENTS  TYPES OF DATA REQUESTS

Since launching GCEP, we’ve…

Completed over 80 requests for information from county 
partners, up from 70 in 2023 – on track to reach 100+ by end 
of year. We’ve expanded the reach of recipients, including 
municipalities and community partners. 
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Supporting
GCEP 

Through
Economic 

Research & 
Data 

Since launching GCEP, we’ve…

Published the Regional Asset Map, which highlights the 
region’s competitive advantages.
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Supporting
GCEP 

Through
Economic 

Research & 
Data 

Since launching GCEP, we’ve…

Sent 48 Economic Dashboards to GCEP partners, 
providing real time snapshots of the region’s economy.
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Supporting
GCEP 

Through
Economic 

Research & 
Data 

Since launching GCEP, we’ve…

Performed SWOT analyses for the region & counties –
mapping individual and collective “rights-to-win” in key 
industries. 
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Supporting
GCEP 

Through
Economic 

Research & 
Data 

Since launching GCEP, we’ve…

Led data-driven discussions for regional priority industries, 
including new and emerging industries like data centers, 
quantum, and AI.



Supporting
GCEP

Through
Economic 

Research & 
Data 
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Since launching GCEP, WBC has completed 12 RFIs in 
Kendall County, including:

● Data on the county’s economic landscape, workforce 
availability, and population trends

● Lists of manufacturers in the county

● RFIs from site selectors for sites within the county

● An infographic of the a municipality’s retail trade profile 
for promotional use at a national conference

● Economic impact for a major pro-Chicagoland decision in 
the county
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Overview of 
Strategic Initiatives and Partnership 

Collaborations



Regional 
Shared 

Initiatives 86 Invitations shared with Regional Partners to Strategic 
Initiatives and partnership opportunities. Highlights in 2024 
to date:

● ASEAN Ambassadors Visit to Chicagoland
● 11 Years Metro Excellence - Announcement
● SelectChi 2024 
● S&C Electric Palatine Grand Opening
● Brazilian Techs Connection Delegation
● Future-of-Fintech Week
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The SelectUSA Investment Summit, hosted by the 
U.S. Department of Commerce, is an annual event 
that connects EDO’s, investors, and international 
companies to meet directly and discuss potential 
foreign direct investment opportunities.

The GCEP applied on behalf of the Chicagoland 
region and was selected to host SelectChi - bringing 
35 international businesses to Chicago.

This included:
● 15 international leaders
● 19 unique Chicagoland tours
● A Welcome Reception of 100 at Great Central 

Brewing
● New partnerships with organizations such as 

the Illinois Corn Growers Association and Illinois 
Soybeans Association
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● With the success of the SelectChi 
international delegation came new 
opportunities to engage GCEP Partners -
including a delegation from the Brazilian 
Techs Connection (BTEC) organization

● This included:
○ 5 researchers
○ 10 large corporation representatives
○ 10 startups in the agroindustry

● Thanks to the support of Kendall County, 
these companies were able to receive a 
tour of facilities such as the Grid and 
Innovation and CHS, Inc. Grain Terminal

24

Brazilian Techs Connection (BTEC) Delegation



Overview of 
Innovation and Venture 

Collaborations 
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WBC Innovation 
& Venture for 
GCEP

Upcoming GCEP Opportunities:

Future-of-Fintech Week: September 26-30
● New flagship event focused on connecting entrepreneurs with 

investors, startups with corporates, and showcase Chicagoland is 
a leading global destination for financial technology (fintech) 
innovation.

● Opportunities include:
○ Women-in-Fintech Day with BMO and 1871
○ Startup & Venture Capital Day
○ Future-of-Fintech Week Signature Reception

ThinkChicago Launchpad: November 2024
● ThinkChicago is WBC’s flagship STEM talent program, to 

connect local students and early career talent with job 
opportunities by innovative Chicagoland companies and 
startups.

● ThinkChicago Launchpad 2024 with Google Chicago: annual 
flagship event for community college students in STEM, to 
explore career pathways by local companies.
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Relevant Pro-Chicagoland 
Decisions and Opportunities



S&C Electric 
Company

Chicago-based, S&C Electric Company, is a global provider of equipment and 
services for electric power systems. 

With more than 2,000 jobs in Chicago, GCEP partners helped the company to 
identify expansion space, a 275,000 square foot facility in Palatine. The new 
facility is expected to create ~200 production and engineering jobs. The 
Grand Opening for this facility occurred earlier this month. 28



PsiQuantum 
lands in the 

Region

● Palo Alto-based startup PsiQuantum is a quantum 
computing company on a mission to build and deploy the 
world’s first useful quantum computers.

● Thanks to the powerful collaboration of the GCEP, in 
conjunction with the ecosystem, PsiQuantum has landed 
as the anchor for the first-ever Quantum Campus in the U.S 
- bringing over 500 jobs and large investment across 120 
acres in Cook County. 29



Perla Foods USA

● Perla Foods USA, a Polish specialty 
foods manufacturer, offers a variety of 
products, including antipasti, table 
hummus, prepared meals, and wraps. 
Its’ notable customers include Aldi, 
Costco, and Walmart in its home 
market.

● Perla Table Foods decided to expand 
its presence in the U.S. market and 
was inclined to a market such as 
Chicagoland

● Due to leadership by the GCEP within 
the region, Perla has made a Pro-
Chicagoland Decision - bringing with 
it 200 jobs and $33.3 million in 
investment.
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Project So Much 
Solar

Netherland-based solar panel manufacturing company that makes panels 
that are more effective and fully recyclable due to it’s engineering, a first-to-
market innovator company.

The company is looking to start a US factory HQ, and has identified Illinois as 
one of the most attractive states due to its incentives and ecosystem of the 
region. This opportunity would attract over $36 million in investment, and 
approximately 360 direct jobs. Kendall County was a part of the initial site 
tours with the company, and will continue to work with GCEP Partners to 
secure this!

31
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Greater 
Chicagoland

Economic 
Partnership 

in 
2025 

As we conclude Q3 2024 of this partnership, World 
Business Chicago is pleased with the progress made 
towards advancing inclusive, regional, economic 
development across Chicagoland. 

WBC’s #1 Goal for 2024 was to create more 
opportunities for the GCEP to extend beyond just a 
regional business development partnership. With the 
successes of SelectChi introducing us to a new global 
audience, large projects such as PsiQuantum, and 
recognitions such as the NACO 2024 Achievement 
Award and 11 years of Top Metro Excellence, we have 
the momentum to continue to grow this foundation.

Thank you your leadership, support and engagement 
that foundation has been established through the trust 
we have found this year and will scale in 2025.



Contact Information

Kyle Schulz
World Business Chicago
Chief Growth Officer

E: kschulz@worldbusinesschicago.com 

Christopher Chaidez
World Business Chicago
GCEP Regional Manager

E: cchaidez@worldbusinesschicago.com 

Hannah Loftus
World Business Chicago
Regional Research Director

E: hloftus@worldbusinesschicago.com



Focus on Collaboration
• Shared services

• GIS: Reducing costs, 
improving services

• Facilities: Sharing 
knowledge, reducing costs

• Exploring future 
opportunities



Connect Kendall County
• 2022: Connect Kendall County Commission Formed

• Spring 2023: RFP for broadband development partner

• Summer 2023: Selected Pivot Tech LLC

• December 2023: Submit application to Illinois 
Broadband Office for Grant funding

• February 2024: Receive notice that the County will 
receive $15 million for a broadband network

• Fall 2024: Finalize network plan and project funding

• 2025: Begin Ccnstruction



Connect Kendall County
• Not-for-profit entity will be 

established to construct and operate 
the network

• Future: County-owned network
• Why?

• Provide high-quality services to 
unserved and underserved locations 
(3,300)

• Service for Community Anchor 
Institutions

• Support economic development
• Keep dollars local



School District, 56%

Kendall 
County, 5%

Community 
College, 4%

Parks, 4%
Library, 2%

Township Road 
District, 5%Fire District, 7%Kendall County

• $12.5 million infrastructure bonds
• $10.5 will retire in 2027
• Remainder will retire in 2032

• $26 million General Fund (FY24)
• County Tax rate has continued to decrease
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Eldamain Road



Collins Road



Ridge Road

• Segment  of future Wikaduke Trail, 
connecting 1-88 to I-80

• Recent improvements
• Signals at Plainfield, Route 52, and 

Holt
• Consolidated off-set at Ridge and 126

• $25 million project to make four lanes
• $5 million in federal funds
• $10 million in motor fuel tax funds



County Office Building 2



County Office Building Renovations



Phase 3: Public Safety Center
• Richard A. Randall 

Public Safety Center
• Reached capacity of 

current office space
• Plan to begin design 

next year with 
improvements in 
the coming years.



Kendall Area Transit
• Grants for a new facility
• 15 years of service in 2025
• Available to the general public

• Dial-a-ride
• Paratransit

• Continued service need
• 8,000 rides in 2012 (1st full year in operation)
• 32,000 rides in 2024



Other highlights

2023 2024 (Jan-Aug)

New home permits 31 26

Total permits 357 249

Petitions 35 27

• Animal Control recognized as a No-Kill shelter
• Continued development (unincorporated)

• Adoption of Hazard Mitigation Plan 
(Emergency Management)



Summer Internship program



Citizen of the Year
• 2023: Rob DeLong
• 2024: Roger Matile
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Thank you
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